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moment, otherwise I would have suggested -

to him that the time is opportune for the
State Government fo forgo the surcharge
which it levies of 9d. a ton on wheat. I
hope that matter will be considered by the
Government,

Mr. Cross: What does the Midland Rail-
way Company charge for the haulage of
super?

Mr, BERRY : T cannot tell the hon. inem-
ber at the moment. My association with the
Education Department has been not only
cordial but of great advantage to the Irwin-
Moore electorate. That is very satisfactory
indeed, and I do not hesitate to make the
admission, The same applies to the depart-
ments administered by the Deputy Premier,
in his capacity as Minister for Works. One
matter relating to the educational system that
I bave been asked to bring forward for eon-
sideration is a suggestion that the Minister
should discontinue the necessity for corres-
pondence class pupils to pay postage on
their papers. If that charge were waived, it
wounld be helpful to the children onthack.
I ask the Minister to give some consideration
to that suggestion. In conelusion, I com-
mend the member for Claremont (Mr.
North) for his references to the Parliament-
ary institution during the eourse of his
speech yesterday, with which I am in agree-
ment.

On motion by Mr. MecLarty, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 6.13 p.m,

Legislative Councll,
Tuesday, 12th August, 1941.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pm., and read prayers,

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,

Fourth Duy.
Debate resumed from the 6th August.

HCN. A. THOMSON (South-East) [4.38]:
My, President, I suppose never before in the
history of the British Empire was there
s0 mueh anxiety for the future. That
is so in the Commonwealth and certainly in
Western Australia. 1 take the opportunity
to congratulate Mr. Fraser on the part he
he is going to take in this confliet; it is
fortunate indeed that he is able to do
something in owr war effort. I am sorry
Mr. Parker is not present. There has been
some rather unkind eriticism of that hon.
member; and, were he able to speak for
himself, he coulil probably tell ns a great
deal of what he has seen and learnt during
his travels oversen. I also take the oppor-
tunity to congratulate Mr. Nicholson, who
oceupies the important position in this State
of chairman of the Red Cross Soctety. That
doubtless is u full-time job, and I presume
that he, like many of us, little thought that
after occupying that position during the last
war he weald be enlled upon to fill it again
on this oceasion,

Hon. J. Nicholson: Thank you.

Hon. A. THOMSON: We all appreciate
the exeellent work that the Red Cross
Society is emrryving out, partienlarly the
voluntary efforts of our womenfolk. We
know that that organisation represents the
only means by which our forces oversea
are able to receive medieal attention and,
should men become prisoners of war, it is
throungh the Red Cross that they are able
to receive parcels of clothes and food. I
congratulate Mr. Nicholson on the work he
and his organisation are doing. The Speech
delivered by His Excellency the Lient.-
Governor was interesting. I noticed the fol
lowing paragraph:—

Despite many reverses and great sacrifices,
the people of Great Britain continue to display
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unparalleled fortitude and indomitable resolu-
tion. Inspired by their example, Australia is
constantly inereasing its contribution to the
tremendous cffort necessary for the vietory of
freedom over oppression.

1 cordially endorse the sentiments expressed
in the suceeeding paragraph:—

Congistent with the high reputation for prae-
tical patriotism, the peeople of Western Aus-
tralia have responded magnificently to the de-
mand for men for the fighting forces, and for
money with which to feed, clothe, equip and
pay them.

I wish I could apply the same statements
to the people residing in other parts of
Australia. To me it is deplorable that
in the oldest State of the Commonwealth
there should be apparently a large section
of the community that ean only he rightly
termed “Fifth Columnists.” If we are to
judge from the frequent sloppages there of
important war work, it would seem that
there is an organised effort to prevent the
accomplishment of what all should desire,
namely, that those who have volunteered to
fight for our liberty, shall be provided with
ample munitions and equipment. Tn the
divided eounsels in the political and parlia-
mentary life of France, we saw the writing
on the wall. It meant there was no stable
Government in that country. Owing to the
wording of the Fremeh Constitution, no
appeal to the people was possible, and it
was necessary fo endeavour to form sue-
cessive Governments from the varions
parties represented in the Chamher of
Deputies. A house divided against itself
must fall, and so France fell with serious
results to itself and an unfortunate effect
upon the British Empire. 1 certainly re-
gret that apparently we have not in the
Federal arena the stability we wounld like
to sec. Decidedly the State Parliament of
‘Western Australia sets a notable example
of how parties shounld work together in such
times as these, in order to achieve the best
results for the State, the nation and the
Empire. While I have much sympathy with
those who are endeavouring to cope with the
almost superhuman task of placing Austra-
lia in a state of preparedness for eventual-
ities, there appears to be a large section of
the community in the Eastern States that
has nothing hut destrnetive eriticism to offer.
I notice that propaganda is being indalged
in throughout the Commonwealth in favour
of the abolition of State Parliaments. God
forbid that Western Australia should ever

be placed under the control of a State like
New South Wales.
Members: Hear, hear!

Hon. A. THOMSON: Happenings in
New South Wales of recent times mnst
surely cause the average loyal Australian to
hang his head in shame. Even in to-day's
“West Australian” we find a report showing
that the Premier of New South Wales has
taken strong exception to two of the smaller
States combining with the Commonwealth
to deny New South Wales the right to
secure more money to spend. It seems to
me that, in that State at any rate, there is
a lack of appreciation of the position con-
fronting Australia to-day. We can only
hope that wiser counsels will prevail and
by the united effort of every section of the
community that we shall ultimately be able
to win the war. In the meaniime no effort
should he spared to ensure that our snilors,
soldiers and airmen are provided with the
munitions and equipment necessary to
enable them effectively to carry out their
gruelling tasks overseas. In faet, we re-
quire to ensure that full supplies are avail-
able for men who will have to bear the
brunt of an attack should it he made on
our home shores,

We have heard a good deal about
the establishment of a new  order
after the war has terminated. Let us
hope that in the creation of that

new order we, as a nation, will have some
voice. When we contrast the position of the
dietators who have forced the present dis-
trossing war upon the world, and that of
onr own King and Queen, we have cause for
thankfulness. Dietators go about surrounded
by hody guards. Anyone approaching must
be searched thoroughly to make certain that
he eannot possibly do the dietator conecerned
any harm. Contrast that position with the
humanity and humility of our own King and
Queen! They go about unarmed and un-
proteeted—except hy the love and esteem of
their subjeets. They walk about nas the
common people do; they share the common
people’s trials and tribulations. Could we
imagine onc of the dietators walking in the
midst of the pcople of his country and being
touched on the shoulder by a commoner?
Members will recolleet that when the King
was passing through a eoncourse of his sub-
jeets, a man touched him on the shoulder and
said, “Thanl: God for a good King. The
King promptly, and with humility, replied,
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“Thank God for a good people” We can
feel that so long as we have our King and
our Queen, so long shall we be able to
enjoy our liberty.

Referring to the suggested new order, Sir
Hal Colebateh, during his Address-in-reply
gpeech, said that we should be prepared for
post-war conditions. In my opinion it
is time the Government of this State songht
the co-operation of all sections of the com-
munity with that end in view. For many
years, in this House and clsewhere, I have
advocated the appointment of a finanee and
works committec eomprising representatives
of hoth 1Tonscs of Partiament. But Govern-
ments, present and past, have preferred to
be free and untrammelled in the spending of
public money as they thought fit, and asking
for authority to do works after having coni-
mitted the State to the expenditure. For
instance lot me take the Perth Hospital
where a large expenditure was cmmbarked
upon by the present Government, and not
until then permission was asked. T assume
that the lLotterits Commission has guaran-
teed interest and sinking fund on that ex-
penditure, mt in view of the decline in re-
ecipts it is a question whether the Commis-
gion will he able to live up to its gnarantee
without det-imental results to country hos-
pitals.

Hon. J. Cornell: The commission
guarantee only from year to vear.

Non. A, THOMSON: Still, sueh is the
position. Relurning to the new order, if we
are to profit by mistakes on the part of the
State after the last war we must have a co-
ordinated plan of settlement put in prepara-
tion now. The Government and Parliament
should in this matter seck the ec-operation
of all seetions of the eommunity, Already
certnin distriets are preparing for post-war
conditions, and I propose briefly to cite pro-
posals whieh have been made by a seetion
of the provinee I have the honour to repre-
sent.  The people T allade to ecall themselves
the Albany Zone Development Committee, T
quote from the rveport of a suh-committee of
that body dealing with the objeets of the
eammitiee and the means of enrrying them
out -~

can

The following arc outlines of the proposals
placed before vigiting members of Parliament
at a conference on Saturday with the Albany
Zone Development Committee:—

.iloport. of sub-committee, Albany Zone De-
velopment Committee, as to the objects and
means of earrying them out.

1t is eongidered that our objectives for a be-
ginning should be—

(1) To increase the area under pasture on
alienntedl and unalienated land in
the Albany Road Board Distriet,
and to ask the Government to instl-
tute an inquiry as to the best means
of bringing this about.

(2) Drainage of our large arcas of low-
lying flat country, both west and
rast of Albany, as this type of land
is praetically useless until the sur-
face water is got rid of. To ask
the Government to undertake the
drainage of the area revently sur-
veyed in the Torbay-Young’s Siding
district. . . .

(4) To ask the Government to arrange for
the laying down of experimental
plots under departmental eontrol,
on farme of different types of soil
throughout the district, Experiment
with inicro-elements, manures, lim-
ings, grasses, etc., should prove most
valuable.

(While Dr. Teakle and other offi-
cers of the department have earried

out small experiments {hey have
only touched the fringe of what is
necessary.)

(5) To endcavour to get the Government
to endorse the opiniona of their ox-
perts as to the suitability of this

district for land  devclopment,
f"While we know that Dr. Teakle
and 2r. Elliott have expressed

themsclves very definitely in this
connection, the Government offi-
cially still cowdemns this distriet.
As Bome visiting members of Par-
liament are aware, different local
farmera have demonstrated very sue-
cessfully as to the capability of
some of our land; yet the Govern-
ment devlines to endorse the opinion
of its experts.’’

It is also thought that not only must we
endeavour to arrange for new scttloments, but
it is nlso essentinl to assist present farmers to
improve their position. Tn thia connection, it
is thought the main industries likely to be sue-
cegsful in this distriet are—

(1) Dairying and pig-raising.

(2) Fat Tamba.

(3) Potato and vegetable growing.
(4) Fruit growiug.

(5) Poultry farming.

Every investigation possible should be undei-
taken with a view to nssisting farmera.

Tt is believed that the district is suitable for
the establishment of a canning factory for
vegetables nand fruit, but probably this must
wail until after the war.

As the production of butter fat inereases,
so must we urge for the establishment of u
butter-grading floor at Albany, and seek to
have arrangements made for the shipment of
butter overseas from this port.

A baeon factory should also be thought
about, particularly as we have all the necessary
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facilitics for the storage while awaiting ship-
ment of both baconm and butter.
Such are the considered opinions of men
who are alive to the position regarding
post-war conditions I propose further to
mention briefly various suggestions fowards
cnabling ourselves to deal adequately with
the problem of the soldiers when they re-
turn. We Lknow that after the last war
soldiers were put on land which was not
even cleared, and with the assistance given
by the Government they were expected to
make a living and develop their blocks,
Hon. J. Cornell: That will happen again.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Not if we can help
it. We want to prevent that. And that
is the reason why I put on reecord my plea
for a co-ordinated scheme of soldier settle-
ment. [ eontinue my quotation—

Tie development of the counbry adjacent to
Albany to he cncouraged a3 much as pessible.
This will include--~

{a} Making land available at low prices.
{h) Providing scttlers with the best ad-
vice ag to procedure for which pur-
pose 2 epmwmittee should be formed.
While on this committee there must
be Government represenfatives, ma-
jority represemiation  should be
given to praetical farmers who
have made a success of land in the
digtrict. The committee should werk
in conjuuction with the skilled of-
ficers of the Agrienitural Depart-
meni, and give advice on the best
and cheapest means of development
so as to preveni over-capitalisation
and the consequent risk of failwre.
We know that if during the agrienltural and
pastoral expansion of Western Australin
those in authority had sought the adviee of
established residents of the south-western
district, many hundreds of thousands of
pounds wounld have heen suaved Lo the State.

Hon. G. B, Wood: Millions.

Hon. A. THOMSON ; Yes, millions. More-
aver many settlers would havi: had a reason-
able ehance of success instend of being driven
off their holdings with their hearls broken,
as many of them were. Dealing with eloser
settlement this conmittee suggests—

(c) Governmeut assistance to consist of —
(i} 1'artial preparation not ex-
ceeding 100 aeres of the land te be
made available by the most econo-
mical methods, sueh metheds to he
subjeet to the approval and super-
vision of ihe committee, whose duty
will be to ensurc the costs ure to be
kept duwn to a minimum.  These
reservations arc made on aecount of
the obvious need for preventing re-

petition ot the ercors of land seltle.
ment in varlier years,

{ii} The cosl of sueh work, with-
out interest, to Y included n the
prices of the land and payable on
the same systom as ‘‘land rents’’
on c.Jr. leases,

(iii) livancial assistance for de-
velopwent of pastures and provi-
sion of livestock not to excced a
sum prescribeil, 60 ns to ensur¢ no
over-capitalisation; sueh finuncial
nssistance to be subject to the re-
commendation of the committee,

I refer to the use of wodern wachinery for
clearing, instead of a man with a grubber, a
mattoek, and pick-and-shovel being started
on that undertaking, with the result that his
spivit is broken. Modern muchinery should
be supplied, te enable the new settler to
clear his land at the minimum of cxpense,
and lay it down in pasture. Thus he would
have a fair prospeet of getting sulfciont
land ready to enable him to live in reason-
able comfort while continuing to improve

his holdings,

(1) Speciul consideration to he given to
returning  soldiers  desirous  of
settling on such lauds, including in
this ense some further prepuration
by laying down pastures in advance
on these lots g0 ns to make them
income-earning as soon as possible;
otherwise, the same conditions as in

{a), (b), and (¢) te apply.

The commitiee further suggests the
development of the Albany harbour and the
utilisation of lowlyirg land by an adequate
draining secheme. In touching on these points
I show how the Government can, by seeking
the assistanee of residents of the various
distriets, who would be anxious to see their
respeetive  distriets progress, prepare in
advance schemes that will afford new settlers
a fair opportunity to succeed. I feel sure
that if the Government will adopt my sug-
gestion and establish eommittees to assist in
co-ordinated preparation for the new order,
the prospects of satisfactory fruition will be
bright.

Hon., G. W. Miles: Your district gets a
rainfall every month.

Hon. A. THOMSON: I have =aid that
members representing the lower portion of
the Great Southern have already taken steps
to arrange a conference of all sections of
that area with a view to ascertaining how
best that land may be further developed and
made to provide employment. I propose
to touch on another aspect of the new order.
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I trust that a genuine attempt will be made
to decentralive our ecountry districts. Those
districts have been depleted by heavy en-
listments and recent bad scasons. Empty
houses and shops are appearing in our coun-
try towns. The city of Perth alone is the
only portion of the State that has benefiled
from the war.

Hon. J. Cornell: There are plenty of
empty shops in the city, too, s you will find
if you look around.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Yes, but perhaps
that is hecause there has been over-building.
On the other hand, I have heen informed hy
land agents that in Perth it is diffienlt to
secure a decent house in which to live. I
know that people who have left my own
town have found it extremely hard to get
a decent house in the eity, and have had to
go out into the suburbs, While to-day the
conntry is not as popular as some of us
who have resided there for many years would
like it to be, T feel sure that when the war
is over the country areag will again be
expected to absorb large numbers of people,
including the unemployed and men return-
ing from the war. Therefore T propose to
make one or two suggestions for improved
conditions for ecountry residents which, in
my opinien, are long overdue. I do not hold
the present Government responsihle for the
existing system—far from it. It is a system
that has prevailed for a long period. I am
thinking of tho Railway Depariment.

We have been told—and the statement is
made public en big posters all over the place
—that the railways belong to the people.
That may he so, but we know that country
residents are expeeted, by the railway
freights and charges they pay, to provide
the wherewithal to keep the railways going.
T know some members will argue that country
people are being charged only for services
rendered. Last year this House disallowed
an inerease in railway freights amounting
to hetween £30,000 and £60,000. In spite
of that, those charges were imposed by the
department, with the sanction of the Govern-
ment. In view of the extra expense imposed
on the Railway Department to meet the
Commonwealth child endowment payments,
the department has no doubt asked the Gov-
ernment to allow further increased freights.
I hope, however, that on this ocension the
Government has been wise enough to say,
“If there is going to be any deficit in the
railways ot the present junciure, we do not

favour an increase in freights to make up
the loss.” The Railway Department is in
an execedingly happy position, inasmuch as
it has been able to eliminate all eompetition
from other forms of traffie. With the advent
of petrol restrictions the department shounld
be in a still happier position. The Railway
Nepartment does not give the country tax-
payer that consideration to which he is en-
titled,

May I instance the situation at Albany?
Owing to the war that port and its hinter-
land lost the advantage of the cheap freights
enjoyed by their utilisation of the shipping
service. The “Kybra” used to eall monthly
and business people and those requirtng eom-
modities to be taken there availed themselves
of the opportunity to make use of the cheap
Freights charged for the transport of goods
on the vessel. That helped to reduce the
eost of living and placed the business people
of the distriet in a position somewhat com-
parable with that enjoyed by business people
in the metropolitan area. When it was no
longor possible to make use of the “Kybra”
an endeavour was made hy way of deputa-
tion to various Ministers and the Railway
Departinent to seeure at least one special
train a month for the transport of goods
at a rate comparable with that formerly en-
joved by those shipping goods by the
“Kxbra,” which incidentally has been com-
mundecred by the Commonwealth for war
service. I am sorry to say that the Railway
Department refused the coneession. The
anthorities said they were common ecarriers
and thercfore counld not differentiate. All T
tan say is that they are uncommon earriers
in a very happy position hecause they
have heen able to eliminate competition
of all kinds, and are able to say to a dis-
triet that is suffering as that partienlar por-
tion of my province is suffering, “We are
sorry, but we cannot do anything for yon.”
The policy of the Government and of the
Railway Department should be to endeav-
our to lessen the burden on the conniry
taxpayer. Instead of that, he has to bear
additional burdens as I will prove Ilater,
and people in the metropolitan area are
living under much more advantageocus con-
ditions. T have no desire to take away from
the metropolitan arvea the privileges it is
enjoying, but if there is to be n new ovder
and decentralisation is to take place and
people are to be encouraged to go into the
country areas, then greafer econsideration
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will have to he given to those who venture
away from the outskirts of the city. They
should not he penalised for doing so.

Members will recall that on three different
oveasions I endeavoured to have a eommittee
appointed to inquire into the over-capitalisa-
tion of our railway system. An hon. member
who has sineo passed beyond said to me, “We
know what you want; you desire to get this
committec so that you may he able fo get
cheap railway freights. But we are not go-
ing to give it to you.” And they did not.
They were not game to allow us a committee
to inquire inte the matter. Consenuently
we still have to carry the heavy burdens
that have been imposed on the country dis-
tricts for so long. Instead of encouraging
settlement the present policy of passing the
buck to the country is driving people into
the city. The fault is not that of the coun-
try people, but is duc to the bungling and
anwise policy of railway constrnetion that
was adopted in the first instance, We on
the Great Southern who travel backwards
and forwards have to journey an average of
0 miles on the Great Southern after we
pass Brookton, wheveas if a line had been
constructed from Brookton downwards that
travel would have been saved. It is not so
had for these who use the svstern only occa-
sionally, but it is an eternal burden on
those living along the Great Southern line.

The department has adopted a universal
policy of charging railway freights on a
mileage basis and under a zoning system.
Grographienl position and distance from
markets should he considered. 1 desire
to illustrate the position of Williams.
That town is 100 miles by direct road
from Perth, but it is 183 miles by rail.
No person is permitted to carry his goods
on that 100 mile road, but is compelled to
pay unnecessary freight on 83 miles of rail-
way. I do not blame the Commissioner of
Railways or the Government; I blame the
system.  The anomalies that have arisen
illustrate a lack of foresight or co-ordina-
tion of cffort. Again, Kojonup is 160 miles
by road fram Perth and by rail is 258 miles
via Katanning. Counsequently, people there
are paying freight for over 100 additional
miles. In the past I have eriticised the
Transport Co-ordination Board most merei-
lessly. I objected to, and fought to the
utmost of my power and ability in this
House against it, the passing of the mea-
sure that led to the formation of the bhoard.

1 stated that the Transport Co-ordination
Board was nothing more nor less than a
transport elimination hoard, and that sub-
sequently proved to be correct. The first
chairman of the board, Mr. Munt, was a
good, loyal, active civil servant, but I re-
gret that he had only one view, which was
that his duty was to protect the railways,
irrespective of the injury imposed upon
vesidents in the eountry areas. I congratu-
late the present chairman, Mr. Millen, on
baving a knowledge of country conditions.
He has been much more sympathetie o
people living in the backblocks.

Hon. H. L. Roche: Hear, hear!

Hon. A. THOMSON: I want to show
that this board has set an example to the
Railwvay Department. It is wrong that the
Government should compel a man who is
within a hundred miles by direet road of
his markets to send his goods 183 miles by
rail. That is a definite impost upon indus-
try. God knows, the primary industries to-
day want all the assistance they ecan get
and not extra impositions placed upon them.
I have here a rveport prepared by the
Transport Co-ordination Board, including
reference to something that was done in
Mr. Cornell’s province. This is an example of
what T consider the Government should do.
1t is headed *‘‘Newdegate—Lake Camm—
Lake Varley—Holt Rock Road Transport
Service,”” From the Newdegate railway
station a radius of 40 miles has been de-
seribed, and all settlers within that area
are charged a flat rate. Thus the settler
fortunate enough to be within five, 10 or
15 miles of the Newdegate railway is
eharged as much as is the man located 40
miles uway. A scheme of that kind should
be adopted by the Railway Departmnent, in-
stead of penalising people more and more
the farther out they go. In the past
T have ecriticised the Transport Board
keenly. but I amn pleased that the board
has shown the Government and the Rail-
way Departmeni. ways and means of in-
troducing a new order of charges by giving
settlers in remote parts an opportunity to
compete with those more favourably situ-
ated in relation to the metropolitan area.

Hon. J. Cornell : The hon. member is now
dealing with a matter affecting the South
Provinge.

Hon. A. THOMSON: I mentioned that
fact. The hon. member must agree that
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very acceptable aid is being given to the
gettlers in that province.
Hon. J. Cornell: Tt took some getting,

Tlon. A, THOMSON: The faet remains
that the settlers have got it. I do not think
such eonsideration eould be obtained from
the Railway BDepartment under existing
conditions. Tn support of that statement,
I cannot give a heiter illustration than the
furning down of the reasonable reguest
made by the people of Albany. They said,
“Give us one train a month and we will
load it and do all the handling &t the other
end.”’ T suppose such a proposition would
be too up-to-date for our railway adminis-
tration. I have no wish to cast any reflec-
tion on the department, which is merely
follewing the policy that has been adopted
for many vears. Scemingly the department
was alraid that if sueh consideration was
extended to the sonthern poret, other places
wonld also want it. If any extra burden
is to be imposed on the people, I maintain
that as the railways belong to the whole of
the people, those who reside in the metro-
politan arca should bear a share of the
burden.

I congratulate the (lovernment upon the
desire manifested to establish secondary
industries in the State. The Minister for
Lahour has an exc¢ellent committee to ad-
vise and assist him. Jf the (iovernment
extended that system, it would be advan-
tageous to the State. When an attempt is
made to establish industries away from
the metropolitan area, those responsible
find themselves hopelessly outelassed. They
have to pay freight on the vaw material fo
the factory, unless local material can be
used, and then freight hack on the mann-
factured goods. Then there 1s the burden
of the higher basic waze, Under existing
conditiens. it will he difficult for indusiries
to operate in the country distriets. We
mnst have cheaper freights. Our Govern-
ment should do as the Premier of Sonth
Australia has done. He has gone out of
his way to encourage the establishment of
industries in that Stale, and has given
substantial assistance in many directions.
T hepe our Government will do something
along similar lines. If we ave going to
build up the ecountry districts by estab-
lishing secondary industries there. greater
enconrazemert must be given. We must
ot ~way from the methods that have been

adopted in the past and have proved un-.
suitahle.

Members have probably received ecopies
of o pamphlet published in Victovia en-
titled ‘*Justice Now!’? Tt deals with the
family wage and makes very interesting
reading. I hope that most of what is in-
dicated in the pamphlet will be put inte
effret. One sentence reads—

Our keenly anticipated new order will be
more odious than the old if we merely succeed
in exchanging the tyranny of ingividualist
greed for the tyranny of complete domination
by the State,

Another part deuls with the position of
industry and the right of the worker to a
family wage—

Tt such an industry, despite the faet that it
finds it impossible to pay the family wage to
workers, must be kept in existence by reason
of national poliey, then there is obvionsly a
duty on the State to make up the Wifference
hetween the wages which the industry can af-
ford to pay and the family wage which the

workers in the industry are entitled to in
Jjustiee.

If the industry in which the worker ia em-

ployed is unable to pay the family wage, the
responsibility for the payment of a balanee so
that the worker may maintain his family ae-
cording to the standards prescribed rests upon
the State—if the State regards it as desirable
or necessary that the industry should continue
to funetion. In both of these eases there is a
dircet duty npon the State. The primary duty
of the State s to ensure that as far as possible
an indwustry pays the family wage to 1its
workers. TFailing that, a balance should be
paid by the State itself, which should raise the
money by whatever just means it has at its
disposal,
With that sentiment T agree, and I think few
members wowld objeet to its being put
into practice. The farming industry has
not bheen in a position to pay the basie
wage or the railway freights. The Govern.
ment must give serious consideration to the
question of assisting the industry and mak-
ing it more attractive fo cnsure that not
only the employees but also the farmers
themselves, after meeting their commitments,
obtain a family wage. T have no ohjection
to the fixing of a hasic wage for the farm-
ing industry, but the Government should
ensure that the imposts entailed by in-
creased freights, the fixing of a basic wage
and the regulation of hours are so ad-
justed as to leave the farmers in a position
similar to that of people engaged in second-
ary industries,
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I shall await with considerable interest
the implementation by the Minister for
Lands of the recommendations by the Royal
(Commissioner on the Pastoral Industry.
Mr. Fyfe's report was an excellent one, and
1 congratulate him upon the practical sug-
gestions he has offered for the ¢onsideration
of Parlininent and the Government to over-
come the difficultics occasioned by adverse
scasons. I hope that when legislation is
introduced it will be somewhat similar to
the measure T endeavourcd to get placed on
the statute-bhook—an amendment of the Rural
Relief Fund Aet. The State and the in-
dustry particularly owe a debt of gratitude
to Mr. Fyfe for the care and knowledge
he has displayed in the preparation of that
valuable report. He has gone right to the
core of the problem. If the Government’s
proposals based on the recommendations in-
dicate a possibility of ameliorating and im-
proving the position of the pastoralists in
the North-West, they will receive my whole-
hearted support.

The Speech contains the following refer-

ence to technieal edueation:—

The Government considers that in view of
the scientific background of ail industry, both
primary and secondary, more liberal provision
must be made for techunical education.

A knowledge of the scientific fundamentals
of primary industries must add to the efficieney
of those industries, while the basis of efficiency
in secondary imdustry is technical preparation.

The war has amply demonstrated the urgent

need for technienl edueation.  The placing of
vouth in industry will be an important fune-
tion of the Btnte in the post-war period when
diversified industries are established.
At the opening of Parliament I asked the
Chief Secrctary what had becn expended in
buildings and plant, ete., in the city on
technical education. The reply was as fol-
lows:—

Buillinos and plant: 1, Perth Teehnical Col-
lege, £104.707; Fremantle Technieal School,
£12.821: Midland Junetion Technical School,
£468: PBastern Goldflelds Technical School,
£1.216. There is no teehnical sehool at Wiluna.
There i3 a hranch of the Kalgoorlie School of
Mines. Salariesa: 2, Perth Technical College,
£16,13%; Fremantle Technical School, £3,465;
Midland  Junction Teehnieal School, £065;
Enstern Goldfields Technical School, £1,523;
Fxpenses, £3,306.

I point out that not one penny was spent
on technical edueation in the rest of the
State. No doubt that position s a legacy
inherited by the present Government. I
have heen very keen on eriticising the lack of
opportunity given to our young people in

the learning of trades. It has taken the war
to bring home to the Government ihe faet
that more technical education must be pro-
vided. The Government is propesing in
country districts to arrange for techniecal
correspondence with isolated youths there.
That will be helpful. I have no desire to
take from the city children any of the facili-
ties they are now enjoying; but I do want
country children to have at least equal op-
portunities with those in the eity in the
matter of training, so that they may reach
a decent standard of living. I desire to have
provided for technical edueation in the
country towns & sum equal to that provided
in the metrapolitan area.

The Chiet Secretary: Have you any sug-
gestions o make?

Hon. A. THOMSON: Yes. The Govern-
ment has expended on buildings in the metro-
politan area a tolal of £130,462. I have
in the past orged that it shounld not be
impossible, seeing thet the State owns its
reilways, to arrange for mobile technieal
units to visit the principal towns. It should
then be made compulsory for apprentices
and youths to attend those units and thes
obtain firsthand technieal knowledge ns i
done in the ease of voung people in the
city. 1 do not wish to deprive the eity of
anything, but if it is possible to spend all
that money in the metropolitan area, it
should be possible to give children in the
eountry distriets the facilitics to which they
are entitled,

The Chief Seeretary: We are using for
that purpose buildings in the country dis-
triets that were not erected as technieal
schools.

Hon. A. THOMSON : But the Government
is not spending money on salaries especially
for that purpose. I admit that in some
country towns it is possible to find dress-
making classes, typewriting classes, and so
on. My wish is that boys in the country
should have an opportanity to attend mobile
enits, sueh as I have suggested. This conld
be done by providing the same amount of
money as is allocated to the metropolitan aren,
and an opportunity thus afforded to voung
people in the country to obtain firsthand
knowledge of how to use lathes and machines,
engage in plumbing, ete., as is the case in
Perth. That should not be an impossibla
task for the Government to embark upon,
We find that in war time marvellons things
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are done. Mobile units, for instanee, repair
machines in the very front line. Qur coun-
try children constitute our front line, and are
just as important to the State as are our
yvouths in the metropolitan area. This
devclopment is long overdue. 1 have been
keen on it for many years past, and hope
the Government will give serious considera-
tion to my suggestion. No reason oceurs to
me why it should not do so. The railways
have on hand trucks that could be econ-
vorted to the purpose. They eould be run
down the line to Pingelly, Brookton, Narro-
gin, Wagin, Katanning and other suitable
towns. If this mobile unit visited those
towns only once or twice n week, the youths
in those centres would at least he deriving
some henefit. To-day young people arr
denied the opportunities that are available
in the city. The consequence is that many
fathers leave the country and eome to the
city becaunse they sec no opportunity to
edueate their children in the country. T do
not blame the present Government for not
doing these things, although during its nine
years of office it should have heen ahle to
do something. The position is largely duc
to the unfortunate system that is in vogue.
As part of the new era we are entitled to
expect that these facilities will he afforded
to the country districts.

The other night Sir Hal Colebateh told
ns that when he loft office as Minister for
Education there were four high schools in
existence, namely, at Albany, Bunbury, Nor-
tham and Qeraldton. Since then no other
hich schaols have been established. Our
edueational system is seriously lacking in that
direction. T wish to quote something that
appeared in “The Balletin,” at the time
when the Minister for Education in Queens-
land was proposing to raise the school age
to as high as 16 or 17 years. The writer of
the article in question pertinently pointed
out that if such a course were followed the
majority of parents would require finanein
assistunce if they were to keep their child-
ren at schaol for the later period. He thought
that at least 15s. a week would have to be
provided for each child that remained at
school. T am not eondemning our high sehools
for they are something to he thankful for.
T also congratulate Sir Ha! Colebatch on the
improvement he was able to effect in our
cdueational system, whereby he gave some
country children facilities comparable with
those extended ta children in the metropoli-
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tan area. The artiele to whieh I am refcrring
reads as follows:—

Too many young Australinns already attend
secondary sehools, and ne good will come of
adding many more thousands to their ranks.
Compulsory secondary education will not mean,
a3 some advocates of a higher school nge pre-
tend, a better chance in life for children of the
masses. Omnly a certain proportion of any com-
munity, no matter what the educational attain-
ments of the average citizen, ean fill the white-
collar positions. Yet few who lave attended
a sccondary school desire any but white-vollar
work, nnd most who ean’t get it are very dis-
gruntled.  Such people to-day—if they are
numervus—cean become a grave socinl menace,
for it is they who constitute the most fertile
field for Communist propaganda.

Another artiele states:—

It took a war to solve the problem of our
great army of youthful, unskilled unemployed
by absorbing them into either active service or
various war industries, But some dday we will
wake up to the nevessity for a national organi-
sation for drafting every koy leaving school
or eollege into a position consistent with his
ability, temperament and education,

The Government is respousible for a hoy's
edueation until he is 14, but his industria) or
professional future should alse bhe its respon-
sibility., At present it usually rests with the
intelligenee of the parents or the bLoys thew-
selves as to what they take up, and, as the
majority laek understunding and foresight, any
old jolr is taken on as long as the money is
good. But it is not realised that it is hetter to
he taught a skilled trade or prefession at small
woges than to start in temporary amd unskilled
work with a bulky pay envelope.

A department should be established with
powers compelling cvery mother’s son 1o seek
employment and all emplovers to engage hoy
Iabour only through this department,  And
every Doy shonkd be apprenticed until 21 and
thoroughly trained in whatever oeccupation he
takes up. Then, in manhood, he wounld be n
skilled operator, artisan, tradesman or profes-
sional man,

Our present cdueational system is not
aderquate to ¢eal with the present situation.
The military departmeni has token hold of
voung men and has practieally  reopened
school for them. It is edueating them and
endeavouring to turn them into tradesmen,
thus making them of value to Australia. 1
hope Mr. Bolton will not think I am stealing
his thunder when I pay a warm tribute to
the Engineering Union of Western Australia.
T congratulate most sincerely that organisa-
tion upon one. of the finest agreements ever
entered into in this State. T refer to the
agreement hetween the engineering {rade and
the employers, whereby it beeame possible for
the latter to employ more apprentiees than
had previously been engaged and also to
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employ a greater proportion of junior labour,
I was extremely happy to see that develop-
ment. [t is something 1 have advocated for
many years. When giving evidence before
a Royal Commission, I stated that we com-
pelled our boys to attend school until they
reached the age of 14, but that when the
school period was over we declared that only
a pereentage of them could secure employ-
ment that would lead to their becoming
skilled artisans or tradesmen. I congratulate
those responsible upon a wonderful picee
of arhitration, and feel sure it will lead ¢to
more e¢mployment for our hoys and greater
opportunities for them than they have en-
Joved in the past.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: Does that not apply
only to boys in the metropolitan area?

Hon. A, THOMSON: I am not sure. I
think it applies to any distriet where the
metal trade is in operation. In country
towns many good schools are Found. Mem-
bers may be sorprised to know, however,
that althongh ehildren attending these schools
can take their junior cxaminations, they
ennnob sit for their leaving ecertificates, but
have to go to Bunbury or some other high
school. In the country there ave children
quite as intelligent as are thesc attending
metropolitan schools, but theiv parents are
not in a pesitien finayeially to send them on
to hizh schools. Many of those childven may
aspire lo positions where the employers coun-
sider it necessary that the standard of the
applicant should be equal to the leawing
standard. Owing to the present position,
however, many of those children can only
secure their junior certifieates, and are there-
fore at a disadvantage compared with others
more favourably situated.

1lon. J. Cornell: Why must those children
have their leaving eertificates?

Hon. A, TILOMSON: In many instanees
that is = condition of employment, and
therefore those particnlar children are not
cligible to fill the vacaneies.

Hon. J. Cornell: There are not many suel
instanees,

Hon. A, THOMSON : One or two of such
en=es in my own town have come to wmy
kunowledge, and those very instanees have
cansell me to feel sore about the sitnation.

e pavents of sowe elever children ennnot
afford to pay the hoard necessary to enable
the children to attend the Alhany High
Schonl in order to qualify for the leaving
eerlificate,  Those children  ave, therefore,
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debarred from obtaining their leaving certi-
ficate. If that is to be portion of the sehool
curriculum, the Government should provide
extra teachers for country schools. I shall
not again enumerate the country towns I have
already mentioned that these teachers could
perhaps wvixit two days a week, so0 as to
bring the ehildren up to the standard neces-
sary to cnable them to secure the leaving
certifiente. [ fecl that I have put forward
a practical snggestion. Country members
do not object to the expenditure of £65,000
upon the East Perth Girls” School, neither do
they ohject to the expenditure of £23,000
ujron & school in Victoria Park; bul they do
ask that country children should be given
the opportunities that ave extended to chil-
dren fortunate enough fo be able to attend
the East Perth Girls' School, the Victoria
Park schaol and other schools in the metro-
politan area. A little over a woek ago I
visited Boddington, which is portion of my
province. If a school similar to that pro-
vided there wore provided in the metropoli-
tan aveca, there would he a furere. The
children are overcrowded; and they are
using borr cases for desks. T um not blam-
ing the schoolmaster for this and I quite
realise the difficulties of the Edueation De-
partment; but I am drawing a comparison
with the palatial school at Bast Perth and
the school at Vietoria Park. At Boddine-
ton the conditions for the ehildren are un-
hygieni¢ and certainly had.

The Chief Secretary: How long has that
school been in existence?

Hon. A. THOMSON: A long time. I
know the Edueation Department has ar-
ranged to remove the beer cases and provide
proper desks, but these have naot yet arrived.
1 am dealing with the position as it stood o
week ago. T have no desive to take away
from the city anything that the city enjoys;
but I do ask that the treatment given to the
inctropolitan children should be meted to
the country children, who are just as valu-
able citizens as are the children in the metro-
politan area,

Touching on the wheat position, I realise
that hoth the Commonwealth and State Gov-
ernments are faced with a diffienlt problem;
the farming community, however, is also
faced with it. True, at present we have a
stabilised price for a certain quality wheat,
The suggestion put forward by Mr. Teas-
dale, who is the Western Australian repre-
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sentative on the Wheat Board, is worthy of
consideration. Our production must be con-
trolled, owing to lack of shipping facilities.
The suggestion is that the farmer should
plant 25 per cent. of his nsnal wheat acre-
age and that the Federal or State Govern-
ment, or both Governments, should pay the
farmer 12s. per acre for the remainder.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: Many farmers wounld
not want to sow under those conditions.

Ion. A, THOMSON: The point is, if
the farmers sowed their usual acreage, what
would become of the wheat? Large sums
of money would be required to provide stor-
agq accommodation for it. The scheme pro-
posed seems to me to be worthy of econ-
sideration.

Hon. L. Craig: It has many weaknesses.

Hon. A. THOMSON: All schemes have.
The wheat industry muat, however, be pre-
serveld; every consideration ought to be
extended to it, because at present our farm-
ing community is facing one of its most dif-
ficult periods. It is almost impossible to
obtain labour.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: What percentage of
the farmers would yon say are making 12s.
an acre clear profit on wheat-growing?

Hon. A. THOMSON: I am not entering
into that phase. My opinion is that our
Government would be very muech better off
if the scheme were put into operation than
it would be if it advanced money for super,
seed and other requirements of the farmer.
The scheme appeals to me as a praetical one.

I note that in the proposed legislation an
amendment is contemplated to the Traflic
Act. I presume such legislation will deal
with the proposed reduction of motor
licenses and will also make provision for gas
producer units. May I venture to hope that
the Government is seriously considering the
making of provision for third-party insur-
ance of all motor vehieles§ The appalling
loss of life and the injury done to our people
elearly point to the necessity fer the intro-
duction of eompulsory insurance. I honestly
feel that the recommendations of the select
committee, of which I had the hononr to be
the chairman, provide a cheap and efficient
method of seeuring protection to the publie,

Another matter T desire to touch upon, the
stamping of eggs, was mentioned by Sir Hal
Colebatech. As members are aware, I en-
deavoured last session to obtain the disallow-
ance of the regulations, but was unsuecess-
ful. The cffect of the regulations is that
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poultrymen, particularly small prodncers,
are getting 1d. to 11%d, a dozen less for oggs
than they obtained before the regulations
came into force.

Hon. J. Cornell: The regulations are fur-
ther mystifying the elusive egg!

Hon. A, THOMSON: Yes, and the con-
sumer is no better off. It is a pity that
Parliament did not disallow the regulations.
I am sorvy I have detained members so long,
but there is another matter I desire to men-
tion, For a long time past, woolgrowers in
the lower portion of the Great Southern
distriet have been trying hard to have Alhany
fixed as a wool appraisement centre, Lately
we have heard muech ecriticism about big
business, particularly about the Broken Hill
'ty. Coy. T have no shares in that com-
pany, bt Australia can thank God that the
company is contrelling an industry so vital
to the defence of Australia. So far from
its exploiting the publie, its Hgures show
conclnsively that steel is cheaper in Ans-
tralia than it is in any other part of the
worlil, If Lhe company is making unduoe
profits, ihen neither the company nor the
sharcholders would be any more fortwnate
than are the members of this Chamber in
eseaping the burden of incrcased taxation
which has already been and will no doubt
be imposed. We all feel, T am sure, that
we must do our part to bring the war to o
sucerssful conclusion. Some of us feel that
vested interests in the ¢ity arve opposing the
wishes of the woolgrowers to establish
Albany as a woel appraisement centre. The
Minister for Commoeree has stated that he
approves of Albany as an appraizsement
centre, but vnless something is done very
soon to create that centre, this season will
pass and no wool will be appraised there, [
wish to point out the difference in freight
charges paid by growers in Albany, Plan-
tagenct, Cranbrook, Gnowangerup, and Tam-
bellup, The following table gives the pav-
tienlars:—

Miles. Freight, Tons. Amount.

& d. ¢ ad,

Albany to Perth 358 70 R 41 134 16 4
Plantagenet ... 314 7410 471 1,762 ¢ ©
Cranbrook W 286 71 4 468 1,080 4 0
Gnownngernp ... 276 F0 1 #H3% 2040 0 0
Tambellup we 252 6T 1 J67 1,660 7 1%
£3,072 14 9

Members should hear in mind that Albany
was an appraisement eentre during the last
war. Mr. Fraser made an amazing state-
ment when spenking to the Addvess-in-
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reply. He said space was so scarce at
Fremantle that it was necessary to build &
wool store right alongside the Old Women's
Home at Fremantle.

Hon. G. Fraser: In the grounds!

Hon. A. THOMSON: At Albany ample
space is available for buildings; stores
could be erected without causing incon-
venience.

Hon. V. Hamersley: They could be built
at railway sidings.

Hon, A. THOMSON: Yes. Vested in-
terests, however, prefer to erect them in
the metropolitan area. If Albany, where
there are stores available, were the centre
to which wool conld be conveyed for ap-
praisement, great savings conld he effected.
The following table shows what the cost
would bhe from various centres to Albany
with the mileage and the cost involved:—

Miles. Freig‘lilt. Amogt.

8. d.
Plantagenet ... 39 17 8 414
Cranbrook [:1:3 22 0 831
Goowangerup ... 112 37 8 723
Tambellup 02 az 9 764

That gives a total cost of £2,634 that would
be involved if all the wool grown in that
particular zone was appraised at the nato-
ral port of Albany, as against an expendi-
ture of £8,072, or a natural saving of Os.
11d. per bale. It is strange that, despife
all that has been said regarding the
farmers, when they are anxious to reduce
their costs and effect savings, vested in-
terests represented by Lhe city brokers, re-
tort, ‘“Even if you could effeet savings,
we shall not shift.’” The Government is
not to he blamed in this matter, because
the Premier is with us wholeheartedly.

Hon, H. V. Piesse: Vested interests have
been antagonistic from the very start.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Yes; T regret that
we were not met in a more favourable
spirit. However, 1 have placed the posi-
tion on record.

T feel sure the sincere desire of every
member of this House is to co-operate with
the (lovernment in every direetion so that
by our united efforts we may he able to
retain the freedom that we enjoy to-day
and for which our forefathers fought and
handed down to us for safeguarding. 1
support the motion for the adoption of
the Address-in-reply and sincerely pray
that when Parliament assembles again, our
Empire will have destroved the disturbers
of world peace and that a new era of hap-
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piness and contentment, lasting for gehera-
tions, may be ours.

HON. L B. BOLTON (Metropolitan)
[6.3]: I join with Mr. Thomson in offering
eongratulations to Mr. Fraser upon his en-
listment in the fighting forces of the Em-
pire. Mr. Fraser has practical knowledge
of work that is essential in eonneetion with
the war effort, and I join with other mem-
bers in hoping that hostilities may cease
earlier than we anticipate and that Mr.
Fraser may be back with us te continue
his duties in the interests of his consti-
tuents and of the State as a whole. The
criticism. levelled at Mr. Parker having
been veferred to by Mr. Thomson, 1 merely
wish to remark that, together with many
other members of this Chamber, I deplore
those statements. Probably those whe
criticise the hon. member for what he is
doing know nothing of the facts, and pos-
sibly they are persons who are doing praec-
tieally nothing themselves—beyond criticis-
ing. Mr. Parker is at least {rying to do
something, and he had an excellent vecord
of service in the 1914-18 war. These are
tunes when eriticisin shouid cease and all
should endeavour to advance suggestions
of henefit to the nation.

During the eourse of my remarks I shall
discuss matters from the industrial angle.
I feel I have some knowledge and infor-
mation that may be of interest to the
House. Owing to the proximity of the tea
suspension, I shall touch npon one or twe
other phases first. I offer my sincere con-
gratulations to Mr. Seddon upon his ex-
cellent specch on the Supply Bill last week.
He takes the finaneial position of the State
very seriouslv to heart and closely studies
the problem. He imparts to many of us
who have not the time to go into financial
matters so earefully and thoroughly as he
does, an analysis of the position. During
the course of his remarks he referred to
eriticism that had heen levelled against the
Broken Hill Proprietary Company, one of
the most prominent concerns in the Com-
monwealth. Mr. Thomson also dealt with
that question. Being possessed of know-
ledge of industrial matters. I feel that I am
in a position also to refute some of the harsh
statements made about the company. As a
manufacturer, I bave over a period of years
had occasion to visit the Eastern States. T
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can claim to have a very fair aequaintance
with our local industries, particularly
with our foundries and factories. When
in Melbourne and Sydney I have inspected
the large manufactories; I have seen what
has been, and what is being done there.
Nearly two years ago when the war com-
menced I was in Victoria and visited among
other plants, the Maribyrnong munition
works. In my opinion, had it not been for
the enterprise and development carried out
by the Broken Hill Proprietary Company,
Australia’s war effort to-day would be very
little more than five per cent. of what it
actnally is. Without the raw materials manu-
factured by the company, 95 per cent. of
the equipment and munitions sapplied to
our troops would have been lacking. Mem-
bers will appreciate what position Australia
would have becn in had it not been for the
enterprise of the Broken Hill Proprietary
Company. It makes my blood hoil when I
read, day after day, the unfair criticism
levelled at the company by men who should
know better, seeing that they are on the spot.

Hon, W. J, Mann: It is ignorant eritieism.

Hon. L. B, BOLTON: Of course it is.
Some of these crities have had more oppor-
tunities than I or other members of this
Chamber have had to ascertain what the
company has done. I have never been a
believer in monopolies, but even if the
Broken Hill Proprietary Company could he
designated as such, then, in view of all the
cirenmstanees, I would agree with My. Thom-
son and sny, “Thank God for this particular
monopoly to-day.” Without the company and
its activities Australia’s position with re-
gard to the supply of munitions would be in-
decd serious. I have got together a few faets
regarding the eompany. T feel that Western
Australians should know the actoal position.
As Mr. Seddon and Mr. Thomson have al-
rendy mentioned, the company’s production
costs are lowar than those obtaining in any
other recognised steel plant elsewhere in the
world. That surely is something to be prond
of, As a consequence, the price of steel
turned out by the company is also much lower
than is charged elsewhere. Speaking as an
interested party, I assure members that for
many years we have used iron and steel in
our factory, and if we had to purchase sup-
plies obtained from the Old Country, the
transaction would entail an expenditure two
or three times as much ag we have to pay for
what we aequired from the Broken Hill
Proprietary Company. The steel-making
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plant of that concern is considered to be the
most efficient of its kind in the world. Even
the crities will agree that the conditions under
which Lhe company’s employees operate are
unequalled elsewhere. During the last 20
years, no serious stoppage due to any in-
ternal dispute has occurred on the works.
Such stoppages as there have been were
due to outside considerations such as indus-
trial upheavals involving the coal miners,
seamen or waterside workers. It may not
be generally known, but immediately on the
outbreak of war the Broken Hill Proprietary
Company embarked upon the produection of
shells, and secured the first contract by open
tender. On the completion of the contract,
the company found that the actual costs
were much lower than was anticipated when
estimates were prepared. Instead of taking
the eonsequent profit, the company refunded
the difference to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment and that refund represented 2s, 10d.
per shell. The total amount involved
amounted to several thousands of pounds.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon, L. B. BOLTON: Prior to the tea
adjournment I was diseussing the Broken
Hill Proprietary Company and its efforts
to assist Australian industries. The next
point T want to make is that it is not gen-
erally known that at the present time, in
addition to Mr. Essington Lewis—whom I
think we all know as the managing director
of the Brokem Hill Proprietary Company
and direetor of munitions productions, as
well as a great Australian—there are 32 of
the company’s engineers, and ten of its
executives as well, engaged full time with
the Munitions Department. The salaries
and expenses of all these officers are borne
by the Broken Hill Proprietary Company,
and, moreover, the Federal Government is
not charged anything at all in respeet of Mr.
Essington Lewis's private plane, the “Sil-
ver City,"” which he uses to move between the
various eities of the Commonwealth. It is
estimated that these contributions vepresent
approximately £100,000 per annum, all of
whiech the eompany pays. Now, though the
company’s profits read large in actual figures,
before eriticism is offered they should bhe
taken on a percentage basis in velation to
the capital involved. It was pointed out, I
think, by Mr. Seddon, but it is well worth
repeating, that over 50 per cent. of the
shareholders in the company are repre-
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sented by holders of from one to 400 shares,
and that there has not been a bonus issue
of shares out of accumulated profits or re-
serves since the steel plant was established.
The recent issue of 64 shares for every 100
held was actuslly made from a premium of
10s. per share paid by the shareholders on
two previous issues. So this eannot by any
means be classified as a bonus issne. Per-
sonally I do not hold one share in this com-
pany, enfortunately. I am merely endeavour-
ing, from the knowledge I have and from
some additional information I have obtained
recently, to do justice to the company,
which, in my opinion, is rendering so much
assistance towards the war effort to-day.
During its existence the company has never
been charged with a breach of any of the
awards applving to its industry; and it is
generally conceded that the treatment of its
employees and the way in  which it pays
them, are equal to what obtains in similar
industries with more favourable econditions
in other parts of the world to-day. Yet this
company is able to produce and sell at the
prices it does. !

Another big advantage that the company
gives to the whole of Australia is that its
products arc sold at the same prices deliv-
ered ci.f. at main ports, In other words,
we in Western Australia ave able to seewrr
our raw materials at the same prices as
those ot which they are supplied in any
other part of Australia, or, in faet, at the
same prices as would he charged to custom-
ers if they pieked up the products by lor-
ries from the works at Neweastle. That is
a  highly commendable spirit, especially
from our angle, because if it were other-
wise thix would mean one of the most serious
drawbacks we could suffer under in com-
peting with our neighbours in the East—
the question of raw materials. We produce
so little in fhe way of raw materials that
in connection with almost every contract we
are fortunate enough to obtnin, we have to
rely upon the East for the raw materials,
which fact, of eourse, places us at a serions
disadvantage.

Charges of exploitation have from time
‘to time been levelled at the company, which
has been criticised in Parliament—not neces-
sarily in this Parliament, but other Parlia-
ments—but in every instanee the eoncern
has come through with flying coleurs. Some
‘hon. members may feel that I am a little
out of order in putfing up a defence for
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the ecompany; but having been associated
for so many years with the industries in
which the company is particularly inter-
ested, end reading as I do from day to day
eviticisms of the company, 1 felt T would be
Jjustified in offcring that explanation to this
Chamber.

In times such as we are passing through,
one docs not feel disposed to offer more
criticism than he feels to be fully justified
on matters of public interest that may, or
may not, have been neglected or misman-
aged by the Government of the day. The
Address-in-reply dehate mostly develops
into something of that nature, instead of
serving as an opportunity for members fo
give adviee and endeavour to offer con-
structive suggestions for the benefit of the
people a5 & whole. One thing we are all
agreed upon, and that is the putting for-
ward of every possible effort to assist in
winning the war. Each and every one of us
has a part to play, and whether we are
playing it to the advantage of the Empire,
onr conscience alone ¢an answer. Some are
ealled upon to do spectacular deeds that fill
us with pride, aye and even with ouvy.
Others again are working quietly and un-
ohtrusively, yet giving almost their all in
helping in some way or other to end this
terrible conflict. Thousands in their own way
and in their own places are helping to make
the lot of our wonderful Fighting Forces
more congenial, and bestowing comforss on
them both at home and abroad. Qthers, not
so able to help in this direction, are giving
or lending in money and kind. Tt ie not
for us to criticise the action of this one or
that, but each of us should in his own way
do everything in his power to end the
struggle and return to the days of neace
and reorganisation in world affairs that will
forever end confliets of this nature and make
for a more even distribution of the world’s
goods, when all sections of people wili be
able to live in peace and happiness.

I do not intend to enter upon a tirade
concerning what the Government shounld have
done or should not have done, believing that
Ministers feel and recognise the great re-
sponsibility they carry and the seriousness
of the danger that still threatens both our
Commonwealth and the Empire. As I said
previously, it is my intention to diseuss,
from the industrial angle, one or two points;
and T hope I shall be able to give some in-
formation that will be of interest to the
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House. Mr. Thomson complained that the
Government should have assisted more than
it has done in the securing of additional
work and more defence contracts for Wes-
tern Ausiralia. I am only too willing and
anxious to give credit when, in my opinion,
it is dune, and I say this (Government has
done an excellent job in that direetion. I
speak from personal knowledge, as I have
had the opportunity of paying a visit to
the Midland Junction workshops, where I
must confess I was agreeably surprised, and
even astonished, at some of the wonderful
work that is being undertaken there, and
the general progress that is in evidence. It
has heen my good fortune, as 1 said earlier
this evening, to visit from time to time
some of the largest and most important
factories in the Eastern States; and never
in my wildest dreams did I think that we
could for many & day undertake some of
the work thai has been carried out in our
own factories here. At the outbreak of the
war it was generally accepted that the rail-
way workshops at Midland Juonetion were
the only shops capable of undertaking work
of this nature; but now, having been given
the opportunity, practieally every engineer-
ing works and foundry, and even most of
the garages, are doing something to imple.
ment the provision of munitions and equip-
ment for our armies.

Associated with our Loeal Board of Area
Management, which controls and distributes
most of this work, we have several com-
mittees which also are giving their time,
together with the Board of Area Manage-
ment—all of them acting in an honorary
capaecity. T desire to eommend most highly
the efforts put forward by these bodies,
strongly supported hy the Govermment
headed by the Premier, who on everv pos-
sible oreasion, when in the Eastern States—
and this also applies to every Minister who
visits Kastern Australin—does his hest to
assist in seemring additional work for us.
It is only by continual worrying and by
reversing the general order of things—that
is, reversing the old suggestion that the
wise men come from the East, and saying
that the wise men go to the RKast—that so
much of this work has been seenred for
the State. Tt ic mostly because of those
manufacturers and those leaders in our pri-
mary industries who have gone to the foun-
tain-head in Eastern Australia and inter-

[COUNCIL.)

viewed the heads of the various departments
that have the letting of eontracts, who have
made this known and put before the Federal
departments the position of Western Aus-
tralia, that we have heen able to secure as
many contracts as we have in the West.
We are gradually breaking down the opposi-
tion. That is how South Australin has made
suek a wonderful advance. To-day that
State is taking a lead in the industrial world,
and the war effort it is making is something
of which to be proud. I had the oppor-
tunity reeently of spending three days in
some of the leading factories in South Aus-
tralia and at the Islington workshops in
Adelaide T saw being manufactured for over-
sea, some of the finest machinery I have
ever seen in my life. Machinery of that
type is being produced hoth at the Islington
workshops and in other factories in the East-
ern States and is heing sent to the East.

Members may he interested to know of
some of the work being done in our own
State in helping to equip our army. At the
outhreak of war it was thought our railway
workshops were the only ones with high pre-
cision tools and facilities to undertake this
kind of work. Teo-day almost all our fae-
tories ave deing something. Not only are
they manunfacturing munitions and equip-
ment, hut in many instances thev are mak-
ing their awn machine tools. Recently a
contract was offered to this State for huge
quanlities of fuses. We were told that there
was not & machine in the State capable of
deing the work., The firm to which the con-
tract was offered, said it was not worried
abont that and that it would manufacture
the machine. Tt did ro and patterns have
now been laken from that machine and
several others of a similar kind are being
manufaeiured. That is only one instance of
many that T could cite to indicate that this
State is turning out its own machine tools.
T'nfartunately we are still very short of the
necessary tool equipment for more than one
munitions annex in Western Australia. I
do not propose to refer to my own ecase,
though T could speak feelingly on that sub-
jeet. Bat even at Midland Junetion, where
there have been vast improvements, there is
a wonderful annex which ecannot go ahcad
with a large amount of munition work until
it is possible to seeure tools.

It may be held against me that I have
never approved of outside work heing done
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at those workshops. But times have changed
and to-day the position is entirely different
from that which ohtained when I voiced my
criticism. The workshops are now turning
out some of the finest triple expansion
engines il has ever been my lot to see. They
are for use in the ships being built at
Whyalla in Scuth Australia, and it is to the
eredit of this State that we have so success-
fully manufactured such engines. 1 noticed
a vefercnce in the Press to the fact that a
forther contract tor a similar type of work
had heen let to this State. Those in control
are entitled to ouwr hghest praise because all
this work is heing done in addition to the
ordinary activities earried out at the Mid-
land Junection workshops I eould not help
feeling a litlle sorry at the eriticism of the
Railway Departmeni by Mr. Wood when he
was speaking on the Address-in-reply. The
Midland Junetion workshops are doing a hig
job apart from the maintenance of their
rolling stock and other work necessary to
maintain our railways today. A= 1 said
carlier in my speech, these ars times when
we should offer as little eriticism as prssible,
and I =hall endeavour dnring the whole of
this session to be kindly disposed to the
Government alf the time I feel it is doing
the best it can in the interests of the State
and assisting in equipping our trogps and
playing its part in winning the wnr.

Bven with all this, our State is not by any
means working to s full eapacity. The
great drawback is the shortage of machine
tools and necessary plant. When we secure
these, we shall probably double our output
in this category. The work I have inspeeted
in our State is equal to that done anywhere
clse in the Commonwealth. That is a credit
not only to those in control but also to the
workmen. Why should this State not tuen
out work erual to that done not only any-
where else in Australia but anywhere in the
world? We have the men and, given (he
facilities, we should be able, as we are dring,
to turn ont products equal to anvthine ob-
tainable elsewhere. The pity is that we did
not wake up sooner to the fact that we could
do these thines ourselves. Had we done so,
we would have been able to retain the
hundreds of skilled tradesmen who, finding
in our midst no outlet for their capabilities,
migrated to Eastern States faetories, with
the result that we now have great difficulty
in replacing them.
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This brings me to the question of employ-
ment, With the opportunities now offering,
unemployment here should be ahsolutely nil.
Much of our defence work is of a repetitive
and unskilled type but at the same time
offers a fair mavgin above the basic wage.
That should make it very attractive. In
view of the guarantee of reasonable con-
tinuity of this defence work, the dole and
part-time employment should be things of
the past in this State. It is good to sce hoth
the State and Federal Governments doing
so much to assist the youth of to-day in
the way of providing additional facilities
for technical training. In this way much is
heing done to keep the wheels of industry
moving. I had intended to dwell on the
question of technieal training but the sub-
ject has been ably handled by Mr. Thomson
who, ever since I have known him—-which
is a very long period—has taken a keen
interest in  youth employment. Today he
must feel—as we all do-—gratified to know
that there is so much work offering and so
many opportunities open to the youth of
today; though we are not, of course,
happy about the eause. Youth is heing
better cared for than has been the case for
many years, and I can only hope and pray
that when the war is over industry will be
in such a position as to be able to retain
the majority of these now in employment.
That is where the industrial development
that is taking place is g golden opportunity
for this State,

Hon. A. Thomson: Hear, hear!

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: We all realise that
when the war is over and our men rveturn,
it will be utterly impossible for primary
industries to absorb any but a very small
proportion of them. This State should con-
tinne to develop industrially in order that
our retwrned men and the youths of Western
Australia may bhe placed in employment.
There mnst he more faetories in which our
vouths can be trained, as was mentioned
by Mr. Thomson. If the State does not do
what it can to secure all possible work for
our seeondary industries, it will be lasing
the opportunity of a lifetime. I think
members know where I stand regavding
technical {raining and the apprenticeship of
vouths, T agree with Mr. Thomson’s re-
marks and commend him for the care with
which he has stndied the question. I sin-~
cerely hope the snggestions he has made
will be kept in mind by the Government, and
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that it will go further by assisting to im.
Pplement these suggestions. I am not in any
way criticising the Government, which is
doing an excellent job. In reply to a ques-
tion asked by Mr. Thomson, I think it was
stated that £104,000 had been spent on tech-
nical eduecation, or on buildings for technieal
edueation. I would not mind if that amount
wore doubled and it were possible by some
means or other to extend thai training to
countvy districts, as requested by Mr.
Thomson, in order that eountry youths might
have the same opportunities ax those avail-
able in the eity. Such a move would have
my support. [ agree with himn that country
youths are entitled to be trained just as much
as are lads in the city. In the past it has
been very difficult to place all hut a small
proportion. Today the position is entirely
different, and every youth should be given
an opportunity to learn something that will
stand him in good stead in the years to
come. I commend Mr. Thomson for the able
way in which he handled the subject.

Unfortunately, those of us who are asso-
ciated with industry in this State ave still
fecling the lack of trained artisans, which is
due to the depression period, when so fow ap-
prentices were given an opportunity to be-
vome skilled tradesmen. 1 eannot help remind-
ing the House that on every possible oceasion
I have stressed the importance of appren-
ticeship and the need for additional technical
training. T also agree with My, Thomson
that the school age should be extended. I
have previensly expressed that opinion and
have also said, and repeat now, that the
additienal time at school should he devoted
to technical training. As a large employer of
labour, T express again the opinion that
any cmployer requiring an apprenbtice or a
junior worker in his faetory, will always
select the lad with some technieal training.
The opportunity hoys reeeive in attending
a technical school gives them a chance of
selecting the type of trade they desire to
learn. To put a lad on watchmaking when
he wants to be a blacksmith is wvscless, and
the additional 12 menths schooling T advo-
cate should be spent mostly in technieal
schools in order that the boys may have a
fair start. Another advantage is that the
elementary training they would secure at the
technical schools would be of greater assist.
ance to them when they entered their appren-
ticeship and would enable them to become
tradesmen much quicker than otherwise.

[COUNCIL.]

T wish to express my gratifieation, from the
emplover’s angle—and I am sure every mem-
ber of this House agrees with me—that we
have been able to maintain industrial peace
in this State, Members will join in the
fervent hope that this will continne. I
douht whether there is one morning when we
do not read of a strike, a threat of a strike
ot a stoppage of work in some of the Eastern
States' factories. To know that such harmony
exisls between employers and employees here
is very gratifying indeed. Mr. Thomson re-
ferred to an agrecement recently entered into
hetweenr the Metal Trades Union and the
emplovers. That agreement was undoubtedly
a triumph for both sides. No fewer than
18 conferences were held, 17 of whieh T hnd
the pleasure of attending. To attend them
was a pleasure in view of the satisfactory
outeome. The agreement resulted in placing
munitinn works—those in operation and those
about to commence—practically on n level
s regards junior labourers, npprentices and
overtime conditions, with factories in the
Eastern Stotes. The point has been stressed
from time te time in another place, by me
here and by the business eommunity, that in
order to compete with the Eastern States we
must have as nearly as possible equality of
working conditions. To-day we arve getting
very close to seeuring that equality. It is
a great achievement for the Metnl Trades
Union that we shanld he placed on a level
with the conditions in Eastern States fac.
tories. Members will appreciate how mnch
better are the relations hetween emplovers
and employees after reaching an agreement
by conference instead of going to the Arbi-
tration Court and eontesting every point re-
gardless of whether it is in dispute.

The value of this agreement was brought
home to me reccutly when in South Aus-
tralin T inspected a munition annex that
was working three shifts and manufacturing
approximately 10,000 bomhs a week., I saw
a hondred junior workers engaged in the
factory. Practieally no skill, such as mach-
ining oy tool-setting, was required of thom;
this work was performed by skilled trades-
men who numbered prohably 12 to 20. The
lads were working like clock work; they
were happy and contented and were earn-
ing good money, which was much hetter
for them than walking the streets.
This could be dome in our munition fae-
tories in futmre. I do not desire to he
misunderstood. I amn not advocating the em-
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ployment of junior labour exclusively, but the
agreement provides that, subject to ap-
proval by both parties, sufficient junior
labour to do the work required will be per-
mitted. If there are skilled tradesmen who
are able to teach the apprentices, we shall
be able to apprentice one lad to each skilled
worker. Previously the proportion was one
apprentice to two tradesmen or ome te
three.

Hon. A, Thomson: That is a decided ad-
vantage.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: Yes, not only to
the employer but also to the employee.
Much to the delight of Mr. Thomson, many
more yeuths will he able to learn a useful
trade that will stand them in good stead
when the war is over. My Labour friends,
as well as other members, will agree that
I have ne desire to sec a reduction in the
standard of living. However, it is grati-
fying to find that so many youths have
thus been enabied to obtain employment,

I should like to pay a tribute to the De-
partment of Industry guided by fts enthu-
siastie Minister and its practical director.
The department is deing an excelient job.
I keep in fairly close touch with it as an
active member of the Chamber of Manu-
fuctures, and I know it is rendering much
assistanece by giving practical advice to
many of the smaller factories in and
around the eity. My. Fernie is a practical
engincer who knows his job. T have had
an opportunity to judge what he is doing,
and his work is excellent. The Government
is wise in affording assistanee to industries
already established here. When the Minis-
ter went to the Eastern States some time
ago I think he was satisfied that it would
be difficult to establish many new indus-
trics here. But he can and does assist
existing industries, and is thus doing ex-
cellent work for the State. From what I
have seen of Australin’s war effort gener-
ally in the last few weecks, notwithstanding
the eriticism that at times I have had to
offer, notwithstanding the shortcomings
noticeahle here and there, I say advisedly
that it is little short of amazing.

Hon. W. J. Mann: Tt is amazing.

Hon. .. B. BOLTON: When I went
through the Maribyrnong munition factory,
Victoria, in September, 1939, there were
about 600 employees. To-day there are
over 4,000 and some of the work being
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turned out is excellent. Most members have
read of what is being done, and if T read
a parsgraph from to-night’s ‘‘Daily
News,’’ it will bring home fo all what the
Australian workmen and those in control
are doing for the equipment of our troops
and the defence of Australia. We have
been told within the last week or 10 days
by the Minister controlling air production
that before the 1st October, Australia will
have produced its two-thousandth piane.
Members must have felt proud on reading
the paragraph in the ‘‘Daily News’’ as
follows—
Speedy Australian Bomber.

Melbourne, Tuesday. Three and a half hours

after leaving Melbourne the Aireraft Produe-
tion Commission’s experimental Bristol Beau-
fort terpedo homber landed at Brisbhane, ave-
raging 257 milea an hour and breaking all Aus-
tralian reeords.
Do we need anything better to eonvinece us
of the wonderful effort Australia is making
to defend our territory and properly equip
the armies that are fighting for our oxist-
ence ¥

There are one or two other points on
which I wish to touch hriefly. One is the
traflic question. At the opening of Parlia-
ment T questioned the Minister about the
Clovernment’s intentions regarding gas pro-
ducer plants.  Although the Chief Secre-
tary’s reply was hardly what T expeected,
the statement made by the Minister for
Works was satisfactory. I congratulate
the Government upon having aeceded to
the requests of the people using gas pro-
ducers on their vehicles. The Industries
Department has bheen very helpful to the
industry, and I know of many instances in
which assistance in various dircetions has
heen willingly given.

A word now ahent the Tourist Bureau.
Here the State has a marvelous oppor-
tunity. Hundreds of vouths from the Near
East are being sent to this State to be
educated. Thev are making early friend-
ships, and members will agree that friend-
ships made during sehool days are life-
lasting. To have so many of these lads
sent here for their schooling should open
up wonderful advantages tn the State.
Every facility is being offered hy the
Tourist Bureau, and I commend the Gov-
ernment for doing everything in its power
to ensure that these visitors have a happy
and comfortable time during their sojourn
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and are enabled to sce the beanties of, and
faeilities offered by, the State.

I conclude with a rveference that might
not he very popular with most members,
something I advocated long before I en-
tered Parliament, something on whieh I
have spoken whenever an opportunity has
presented itself, namely, a reduction of
the number of members of Parliament, Al-
most every day we hear something, not of
what members are doing, but mestly of
what they are not doing.

Hon. G. Fraser: By someone who does not
know!

Hon. I. B. BOLTON: I agree, wostly by
someone who does not know. To-day svems to
me to be the time when a reduction in num-
bers might be eonsidered by the Government.
The man in the street tells us that he is over-
governed, that there are too many laws, and
too many law-makers. I agree that if the
numbers of another place and the numbers
in this House were reduced by at least
one-third, we would get results that would
be enual to if not better than those achieved
to-day.

Tlon. H. Seddon: Which third?

Hon, L. B. BOLTON: T am not fussy.

Hon. G. Fraser: You go out next vear,
ilo vou not?

Hou. L. B. BOLTON: T stand for elec-
tion next year. If the other nine members
who are similarly placed ave prepared not
to nominate again, and no one else nomin-
ates tor those provinees, T will make one
of the number. That principle has been
near to my heart for a long time, long hefore
1 entered polities. I trust the day will come
when it wiil be possible to reduce the cost
of our Parliaments. 1 support the motion.

HON. J. A. DIMMITT (Metropaolitan-
Suburban) [8.17]: I congratulate Mr. Fraser
upon his decision to join the Royal Austra-
lian Air Fores. I am suare his experience in
the postal department will he most useful
when applied to the service he is about to
join, Like ofher members, I wish him a
speedy and safe retirn. On opening day, 1
was pleased to notice that Mr. Parker was
in his seat after his recent experiences. I
hope, if it falls to his lof again to visit one
of the theatres of war, his experiences will
not he any worse than those through which
he recently passed.

{COUNCIL.)

[ fully endorse the sentiments of His Ex-
cellency, as expressed in the Speech, when
he said that the bravery of our men in the
Army, Navy and Air Force filled us all
with a sense of profound gratitude. I would
go further and say that not only do those
three branches of the service deserve our
undying gratitude, but that also the Army
Medieal Cory:s, the doctors, the nurses, the
stretcher bearer and all the fellows con-
nected with that service, put vs under a
debt of gratitude that can never bhe repaid.
When the history of Crete comes to be
written, I am sure those men and women
will go down in the memorv of people of
the British Empire as heroes and heroines.

The Government is to be congratulated
on having achieved its first credit balance.
I hope that will he the forerunner of many
surploses.  The Speech goes on to con-
gratulate the Railway Department on its
having secured contracts for the manufae-
ture of munitions. In common with Mr.
Bolton, I recently had an opportunity o
visit the Midland Junection workshops, and
was pleasantly surprised to see the mar.
vellous development that has taken place
there. Two vears had elapsed sinee my pre-
vigus visit, and I found the development
astounding. The guality and the quantity
of the munitions being turned out in the
old portion of the workshops are truly amaz-
ing, The new annex which is now com-
pleted and is heing tooled up, will, when
finished, stand comparison with workshops
anywhere in Australia. The machine tools
now being manufactured by the department
for installation in the new annex are a
credit to the Commissioner, the chief mech-
anical enginecer and the whole of the staff.
I am sure that when all is finished there,
a great service will be rendered in the
development of our munitions industry. The
progress of secondary industries in Western
Anstralia generally eomprises a not very
inspiring storv. I feel that that is due
largely to the lack of initiative on the part
of the Government, to lack of foresight and
also to the lack of conrage. Recently 1
visited Adelaide, and when in that eity
found development that was hardly believ-
able. Thai development has taken place
mostly since the beginning of the war, and
has largely heen brought about by the cour-
age and foresight of a progressive Govern-
ment, which was not afraid fo purchase
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machine tools, to manufacture snch tools,
and to build its annex when the war started,
and not, as in Western Australia, some 12
months afterwards. Besides equipping its
workshops, the South Australian Govern-
ment encouraged private enterprise te found
its own factories and establish them in
Adelaide and suburbs. It provided cheap
sites, cheap electricity, cheap water, and I
believe went so far as to make taxation con-
cessions,

From Press reports, we learn that Queens-
land and South Australia are showing Wes-
tern  Australia  the way in  industrial
development. Their activities in shipbuilding
provide clear evidence of this. The blame
that no ships have up to date been
built in Western Australia I think ecan be
laid largely at the door of the Admin-
istration. I ask the Government what
Detter nataral eonditions Queensland and
South Australia enjoy compared with
Western Australia in the matter of ship-
biilding. The answer is that they enjov
none, ¢xcept that the Governments of those
two States have been more progressive and
have had a longer viston than has the Gov-
ernment of this State. What has this Gov-
ernment done to establish the iron and steel
industry here?

Hou. E. H, H. Hall: Nothing at all,

Hon. JJ. A. DIMMITT: It has done some-

thing. Tl established a wvpanel to ex-
amine the  possibilities of manuofactur-
ing iron and steel produets in this

State. That panel indicated to the Gov-
ernment that this State possessed some
natural advantages, in that it had some
particular types of high-grade ore that woere
peculiarly sunited to the manufacture of tin
plates.  Although the information was an-
nounced to the Gevernment about five months
ago, so far as I can ascertain, nothing has
vet been done. We in Western Anstralia
rail, moan and groan and fuss about the
Commonweslth Government, and its neglect,
when half the time a good many of our
troubles are of our own making, and due
to our own neglect of opportunity.

The Government is to be congratulated
on a pronouncement in regard to the ease-
ment of licensing fees so that it eould meet
the situation created by petrol restrictions.
T agree with Mr. Wood that it is a matter
for regret that the announcement was not
made envlier. T should like to see the Gov-
ernment suggest to the Federal authorities
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that the distribution of charcoal should be
the prerogative of petrol service stations,
which have beem so hard hit by the petrol
restrictions, and are struggling to keep
their doors open. If the suggestion is made
by the Government, it might meet with a
ready response from the Federal authori-
ties,

Hon. L. Craig:
now if they want to.

Hon. J. A. DIMMITT: I was referring
to their having the exclusive right.

The Chief Secretary: Another monepoly!

Hon. J. A. DIMMITT: The next item in
the Speceh refers to agriculture. I hope
those engaged in the agricultural and
pastoral industries will soon find an im-
provement in their conditions. I query whe-
ther the plan as set out by Mr. Wood and
further advoerated by My, Thomson, is the
right one. I am satisfied that after the war
—please God the end will come soon—
many centres of population will be on the
verge of starvation.

Hon. G. B. Wood: There will be a sur-
plus of many millions of bushels.

Hon, J. A. DIMMITT: I know the sur-
plus will be a large one.

Hon. IL. V. Picsse: How much of that
wheat will be eaten by weevils?

Hon. J. A. DIMMITT: Not as munch as
some people would lead us to bhelieve. In
the main, weevils only work around the edge
of the wheat, and do not penctrate far into
it. Many large centres of population will be
on the brink of starvation and desporately in
need of our surplus wheat. Some effort will
have to be made to provide credits for the
needs of those starving ecountries. When
the time comes, after the war, I think there
will be an excellent markei for our surplus
wheat. Any discussion on that matter in this
Chamber is only academic and not very
practieable. I believe that the committees
and conferences that are dealing with the
matter in  this and other countries, will
eventually find a solution for the stabilisa-
tion of wheat. I agree with Mr. Wood that
the sooner our farmers are advised regard-
ing their future activities, the sooner will
they become a contented community.

The Speeeh ambles aimlessly along on the
subjects of mining, timber, emplovment,
and then reaches a passage dealing with
railways and tramways. At this point I wish
particularly to refer to passenger trans-
portation in the Metropolitan-Suburban

They can distribute it
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Province, of which I have the honour to be
one of the representatives in this House.
Last year I asked the Government whether
it would consider removing the passenger-
carrying restrictions on Stirling-highway,
but the answer was a most emphatic nega-
tive. Unfortunately I fell ill at the time,
and during my absence one of my colleagunes
asked a series of questions for e on the
subject. 1 was not, however, able to tollow
up the matter. During the last month or so, I
spent seven or eight mornings on the Stirl-
ing-highway at various bus stopping places.
As a result of these investigations I found
that privately-owned transport vehicles had
little or no accommedation available at the
peak hour of the morning.

Hon. G. Fraser: And they have less now.

Hon, J. A, DIMMITT: I am speaking of
last month. I agree that if passenger-carry-
ing vestrictions are lifted, any help we
eould get in the direetion of delivering tho
people from their place of residence to
their place of business would Le of great
assistance. There is only one way in whiceh
to remedy the position and that is to pro-
vide more vehicles. I shounld say that if the
Glovernment canmot provide them-—we know
it cannet do so and has had trolley buses
on order for quite two years and is
not likely to receive them until after the
war—let ns lift these passenger restrictions
so as to enable privaie operators to pur-
chase vehieles and put them on the road.

Phe Chief Secretary: Could it get them?

Hon. J. A. DIMMITT: Only yesterday 1
was speaking to the proprietor of a bus ser-
vice which, forfunately for him, does not
travel along the same route as Government-
owned vehicles. e assured me that he had
two vehieles on order and that these were
actnally on the water on their way from
England and America. The bodies are be-
ing boilt loeally in antieipation of the ar-
rivil of the chassis. IT that person is able
to import two chassis, he ean import four or
six, or any numher. There are other rea-
sons why people ought to be able to avail
themselves of transport faeilities that are at
present  denied 1hem. For instance, the
people living in West Perth and Subiaco
must, if they wish to visit parts of Nedlands,
Hellywood or the eastern end of Claremont,
cither take a vehiele into the eity and pick
up a trolley hus there, or msake their way
to Hay-street and proceed by the tortuens
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Subiacoe roule to the corner of Stirling
Highway and Broadway, and pick up a
trolley bus at that point. Either of these
routes involves travelling for the better part
of an hour; whereas if the people could pick
up a vehiele in King’s Park-road, they
would reach their destination in 15 to 20
minutes.
Hon. V. Ilamersley: That is too fast]

Hon. J. A. DIMMITT: Public works ara
dealt with at some length. We certainly
must be grateful to the Govermuent for hav-
ing constructed the Canning Dum, because
thut has abviated a sitnation that might have
developed along the lines of the water re-
strictions now taking place in New South
Wales. The Canning Dam has vertainly put
the metropolitan area and the goldficlds be-
yond the possibility of such water restriv-
tions even in years of dronght.

Reference s also made in the Speeeh to
the Perth Hospital, That reminds me of an
anomaly with regard to the employment of
nurses in some of the hospitals in the metro-
politan area, and 1 wonld like to see the
position eorrected. After nurses have com-
pleted three years’ training at the Children’s
Hespital they must, befure they ean be corti-
fiended, take a further six monihs’ eourse of
adult nursing at any public hospital. Pre-
viowsly, this did not present any difiieuity at
all; but T understand that recently an award
has been made which compels the IPerth
Hospital, should it employ such trainees, to
pay them the sulavy payable to a “C" class
sister,  Again, Children's Hospital trainees
cemployed at large country hospitals must be
paid the same wages as are received by a
“B" elass sister. Therefore, during ihe
period of six months durving which they are
ecemleting their training, these sisters must
be paid a salary one grade less than a ward
sister veceives. Naturally, the Health De-
partment is not prepared to pay this salary
to a trainee while it can obtain the services
of a fully qualified and widely experienced
sister for the same amount. The trainces
are not concerned in the salary grab; what
they desire is to proeeed with their training,
but to-day they are at a dead end beeause of
this anomaly. Clildeen’s Tlospital trainees
are no longer absorhed by the publie hospi-
tals as was so befare this award was made.
At the end of three vears’ training they find
themselves unahle to be registered as trained
nurses, for the reason that they eannot com-
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plete their training to qualify for that regis-
tration. Consequently they are unable to
earn their living at work in which they have
been trained for three strenuous years. To-
day nurses can be found in Perth who have
passed their examinations creditably at the
Children’s Hospital, but are still looking for
work. Some of them, in desperalion, have
gone to the Eastern States to complete their
training. This position should not be tol-
erated, and I appeal to the Government {or
seo that it is ehanged.

The Chief Secretary: Do you want the
Government to alter the award?

Hon. J. A. DIMMITT: No. I snggest
that a conferenee be called between the par-
ties concerned with a view to overcoming
the difliculty. It is a great pity that muwses,
after having spent three years in training,
should be unable to obtain their certificates
hecause they eannot get the opportunity to
obtain an additional six months' training.
The present situation must be alitered.
Either the hospital authoritics mnst pay the
nurses the award rate, or the award must be
altered to meet the situation.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: They can never get a
complete training.

ITon. J. A. DIMMITT: No. They must
oo into the cold, hard, brntal world, and
earn their living by other means.

The Chief Seeretary: They have an Arbi-
tration Court award.

Hon. J. A. DIMMITT: That is so, but it
has ereated an impossible position.

The Chief Secretary: My recolleetion is
that the hon. member objected strongly to
what he said was interference with the Arbi-
tration Court.

Hon. J. A. DIMMITT: I have no desire
to interfere with the Arbitration Court; but
surely there is a means by which the position
ean be altered as the result of a conferenes
hetween the parties. Tt is wrong that these
nurses should be prevented from completing
their training.

The Speech drags on to a miserable elimax
and very casually and briefly deals with legis-
Intion. A few items of legislation are fore-
shadowed and finally the Speech commits
members to the care of a mereiful Provi-
dence. In spite of the meagre information
about the proposed legislation, I feel sure
that all members of this Chamber are willing
and anxions to help the Government in its
legislative programme during this {rving
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vear, provided that that legislation is not.of
a contentious nature. [ support the motion
for the adoption of the Address-in-reply.

HON. E. H. H. HALL (Central) [B.38]:
Unworthy though I be, I desire my first
words on this debate—which gives mem-
bers the right, I understand, to travel from
Dan to Beersheba, as it were—to be an
expression of my deep gratitude to our
follow Australians, both men and women,
who have gone oversea to fight the ruth-
less enemy attacking our civilisation. But
no words of mine can adequately express
our feclings towards those brave men and
women. It is not by words that we should
eypress our gratibude; something more
than words is necessary.

I shall ask members to be patient with
me to-night while I try to give them some
views that | hold which affeet not only
Western Aunstralia, but also the Common-
wealth, and which I hope will enable us
to play our part in the great international
conflict in whieh we are engaged. To-night
I have heard it said that we should net in-
dulge in eriticism. I am pleased the pre-
vious speaker cither did not hear what was
snid or did not choose to take the slightest
notice of the advice given to him by the
menher sitting next to him. They have
both left the Chamber now. If we rank
and file members cannot indulge in a little
eriticism, what on earth are we to do?
The same hon. member said he thought
that the number of members of Parliament
could be reduced by one-third., If we can-
not offer any eriticism—nothing personal—
then T say we have no rizht to be in this
Chamber. I ean say, *‘It gives me great
pleasure to say this or that,’’ but what we
should do 15 to say things which do not
give us pleasnre, hut which we feel it our
duty to say. It is Lecanse we have lacked
the courage necessary to say unpleasant
things that we oecupy the unfortunate
position we find ourselves in fo-day, eco-
nomieally and otherwise. I have been told
by one member that if I spoke till 10
o'clock he wounld go on till midnight. Pos-
sibly we can finish the debate to-night and
perhaps adjourn for a few weeks’ holiday.

I propese to deal with the primary pro-
ducer, but not at great length. As has
been often said by many pcople, hoth in
and out of this Chamber, primary indns-
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tries arc the foundation of owr economic
system. The producer selis his products
in the free and open markets of the world.
He raises them under one of the most
highly protective tarifis in the world. How
can we expeet, while this state of lunacy
exists, that Western Australia will be
faced with anything but the economie posi-
tion in which we find it? We cannot blame
the war. Further, the producer must put
up with hardships and isolation in the
raising of his productzs. He is subject to
the elements, which Man se far has not
learned to master. He has no guarantee
of wages. What other seetion of the com-
munity is excluded from the enjoyment of
a guaranteed wage?

Hon. L. Craig: What about the farm
lahourer?

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I am including
him. The hon. member surprises me! Re-
cently T asked a question about marginal
areas nnd was informed they were being

dealt with. They are, however, being
dealt with too slowly. AManv  farmers
are anxiously awaiting finality  regard-

ing their positton. [ draw attention to
another item which was mentioned by Mr.
Cornell. He informed members that ar-
rangements have been made whereby every
civil servant of this State who draws a
salary up to £699 per annum shares in the
increases of the basic wage. If c¢ver there
was an injustice inflicted upon a docile
rreople, that is one. If that information
were civeulated throughout the length and
breadth of the State, I consider we would
have an agitation for the abolition of Par-
liament.

The Chief Seeretary: It was done hy Act
of Tarliament.

Hon. G, Fraser: Which the hon. member
assisted to pass.

Hon. F. H. H. HALL: T did not. The
hor. mewher is spenking from memory.
Someone new to the State whose opinion
is worth having because he happens to
occupy the position of Viee-Chanecllor of
the University of Western Australia,
although he has not been in the State very
lonez, has recently taken up the eundgels on
behnlf of the primary producers. He said—

That farming wag a depressed industry;
that equality of oppertunity was a cardinal
principle in democratic conntries, but that
farmers did not enjoy that equality with urban
dwellers; and that farmera were an under-
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privileged class and that in an under-privileged
community there was a danger of f*poor white
trash’? developing as in America.

Yet certain members of this Chamber who
bave endeavoured to secure legislative re-
lief for the primary producers, have been
harshly criticised. We have heard some talk
about the sanctity of contraets. References
have heen made to a very fine report by
that very fine officer, the Survevor-General,
Mr. Fyfe. I refer to the report he submit-
ted, as a Royal Commissioner, upon the
pastoral industry. Tt was my good fortune
to travet with Mr. Fyfe some time back and
I had an epportunity personally to appree-
iate his gentlemanly attitnde and his taclful
handling of men who, over a period of
vears, have saffered injustices and havd-
ships. I know just the tvpe of man the
Government has at its dispesal in its Sur-
veyor-General. Realising, as 1 do, the many
difliculties that eonfront the Government at
present, T nevertheless hope that every
efflort will he made to implement the re-
commendations of the Ruyal Commission.
Only last weck, when passing down St.
George’s-terrace, T met a pastoralist whose
location is north of Meekatharra, Twelve
months ago he visited me in my home at
Geraldton and asked if I could tell him
what was tn be done regarding the report
of the Roval Commission, T said 1 eould not
tell him. Ie is a younp married man with
a family who voluntarily, not with the help
of the State, went north and took up a
pastoral holding. He told e he would wait
for a while but if aothing was done he
would have fo enlist. When I saw that man
in the Terrace he was in uniform as a
private. When the State loses men of that
type, it must cause us to think. It is time
the Government did its utmost to give
effect to the recommendations of Mr. Fyfe.
I know the Government is sincere in its
desire to help the industry but I must em-
phasise that the problem is not onc affeet-
ing the pastoralists of the North-West only.
Tt concerns those operating in the Mur-
chison as well. Rain that fell in the North-
West missed parts of the Murchison.

As my province extends to Wiluna and
heyond, I would not be doing my duty to
my eonstituents if I did not refer to the
goldmining industry, seeing that we have
some fing mines in the Murchison district,
With all dve respeet to those who think
otherwise—I belong to a party that permits
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its members a great deal of independence
of thought and were it otherwise I could not
remain in the party—I cannot understand
how the Federal Government could con-
template, let alone impose, a tax on the
production of gold. Let the Government tax
profits if it likes, but where is the sense in
imposing a levy on the production of an
avtiele that is hard and expensive to mine
and the production of which means so much
to Western Aunstralia in particular and to
Australia in general? I note that Mr. Dim-
mitt and Mr. Bolton have now reiurned to
the Chamber. Mr. Dimmitt said some
rather hard things tonight, and I wished to
interject. Remembering, however, your fre-
quent admonitions, Mr. President, I kept
quiet. He said that in many cases it was
our own fault.

Hon. G. B. Wood: What was our own
fault?

Hon. E. H H HALL: He said we
blamed the Federal G@overnment for this
and for that, whereas it was really our own
fanlt. Mr. Dimmitt may have had some-
thing in mind when he made that remark,
but here I have something that tends fo
prove his statement. One of the oldest mem-
bers of this Chamber who is held in the
highest esteem, but who does not very often
give us the benefit of his ripe experience, is
Mr. Drew. He knows better than I do what
the position really is, beeause he is older and
has himself lived in Northampton. Members
would take more notice of his remarks than
they do of mine. He could tell them of
the mining situation there. One of the
professional officers of the Mines Depart.
ment has reported that in the Northampton
district lead and copper are to be found.
Many of the younger members of this
Chamber, as well as people outside, claim
that the mines are lead propositions. Before
they were born, copper was heing produced
at Northampton! Yet eonsider what South
Australia is doing. In the “West Austra-
lian” of the 27th June last the following
appeared-——

A telegram from Adelaide states that re-
quests for an advance of £50,000 to start
copper produetion in the Wallargo district and
for a pegged price of £90 a ton for refined
copper, n rise of £3 1063. on the present level,
has been made to the Federal Government by
the Leader of the South Australian Qpposition,
Mr. Richards.

So the Leader of the QOpposition in South
Australia is taking a hand in this matter.
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I must pass this on to the Leader of the
Opposition here.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: He belongs to your
Party.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL:; What a wonderful
interjection! Call the hon. member to order,
Mr. President, or 1 shall have something
nasty to say. It is the duty of members of
Parliament holding the positions I have
indicated, to take sieps along the lines I
have set out.

Hon. G. Fraser: The Leader of the Oppo-
sition in South Australia is a Labour man,

Hon. E. H. H. HALL;: Wonderful! I
have written to the Mines Department and
to the Press.

Hon. W, J. Maun: Youn do a lot of that.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: And I sign my
name to anything I write! We should see
to it that the copper mines in the North-
ampton district are worked, and, with a
little assistance from the Government, it
could he done. The copper is there. The
present State Mining Enginecr (Mr. Wilson)
has reported on the mining prospects in
the distriet, and yet nothing has been accom-
plished. Here is an extract from a letter that
I received this morning asking me to get
something done—

T notice by the ** West Australinn’' that Par-
liament is called together once again. I would
like to draw your notice to one of the most
urgent wants of the distriet, that is a wil] to
treat our ores. We have thousanls of tous of
copper, lead and zing ores waiting for a mill,
What is required is a mill. We have heard
spirited defences of the largrst industrial
organisation in Australia. T do not know,
however, that the Broken Hill Propriefary
Company is larger or more wealthy than is
the Colonial Sugar Refining Company.

Hon, H. Seddon: Yes, it is.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: One member said
it made his blood boil when he heard eriti-
cism of the Broken Hill Proprietary Com-
pany, and he spoke as though he really
meant what he said! I can tell him of some-
thing that should have made his blood boil
vears ago. It does not concern a wealthy
concern like the Broken Hill Proprictary
Company, It has made my llood beil on
many oecasions. 1 have in mind something
that we might have had the benefit of,
had we & Broken Hill Proprictary Company
in this State. When I have read one par-
ticular newspaper puhlished in Australia,
one that has been referred to as a “seur-



116

rilous rag,” I have noted some references
to the Broken Hill Proprietary in that jour-
nal—I refer to “Smith’s Weekly.” Both
that paper and the Sydney “Bulletin” have
praised that organisation. It is easy to be
pleasant when life goes with a song and all
is roseate in hue. It is pleasant when you
are on the side of the hig shots, but it is
a little bit different when the concern in
question is small and struggling. If the
Broken Hill Proprietary Company has done
all that the papers I mention have claimed
for it—>Mr, Seddon said much to the same
effect the other night—then I say it is de-
serving of that praise. But is it not a
pity that this preat country of Australia
should leave it to one firm to so establish
itself as practically to hold the nation in
its hands?

Hon. L. B. Bolton: No ane clse had the
enterprise to de what the company has
effected.

Hon. E, H. H. HALL: I do not care what
political colour may attach to the Govern-
ment, but T think it is a pity that the Broken
IIill Proprictary Company has been able to
establish itself in such a strong position.
ITad it not done so, someone else would have
taken up the work and, in fact, we might
have had otber companies sharing the task.
Here is a letter dated the 7th March
addressed to me with regard to what has
leen happening eoncerning the lead and
copper mines in the Northampton distriet,
Here is still another from a man in the same
area telling me of action that is being taken.
Dealing with the development of our indus-
tries the *“West Awnstralian” of the 26th
June reported—

Atout £1,500,000 would be aspent on plant
and equipment to establish the ingot aluminium
industry, Senator MaceBride said.

Thus, apparently, we are being outdistanced
by the big concerns in the Eastern States.
If we have the raw materials here, surely
the State Government would be justified in
asking the Federal Government for financial
asgistance to enable us to work our deposits.
If Mr. Cornell were present, I would have
been reminded long ago that ecopper oceurs
in the Ravensthorpe district. I know that
the deposit at Northampton is not the only
one in the State. For all T know, the Gov-
ernment may have taken this matter in hand.
The Premier himself represents a con-
stitueney that ineludes Northampton and
Galena, where these copper deposils also
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oceur. Mr. Willcoek has the interests of the
State at heart and no doubt he has made
representations about this matter.

Next as to education! The Speceh briefly
tells us that the State is spending a lot of
money on edueation; and so it is. 1 have
it, however, on the hest of authority that
the old adage is very apposite just here—
we are spoiling the ship for a ha'porth of
tar. T mean that we cannot expeet the ve-
sults, which we have a right to antivipate,
from our very enthusiastie, very worthy,
and well-paid teachers, simply heenuse in
many of our sehools the classes are too large.
We have the Minister for Kduealion in this
Chamber, and I notice that the hon. gentle-
man, when some remarks were being made
carlier, sat up and taok notice. Uere is
anather thing. The Minister finds it diffi-
cult to get things done hecause it is all a
question of this wretehed money. But the
Federal Government has {o find money for
the war, a:= we are continunally being re-
minded. We ave told that if we want the
results from demoeraey that we have a right
to expect, we must have an informed and
educated democracy. Therefore 1 =ayv (hat,
great as the eost may be, we should reduee
these classes and give the tenchers a chanee
to deal with the kind of pupil that we want
attended to-—not the swmart, brainy pupil
who will go along on his or her own, hut
the backward child. That is the child we
want educated, and the teacher has no chanee,
with fifty children in his elass, to give
sperial attention to the backward child.
Here and now—in case I should be charged
with being unfair, which is my last wish—I
want to pay o tribute to the male teachers of
the Education Department who have volun-
teered for active service. I understand that
some 25 per cent, or 250 of the male teachers
of the department, have gone on active
service—but with what result? The Eduea-
tien Department is like many of the others
of our departments; so we must he ecareful
to remember that there is a war on and that
many staffs are greatly reduced.

It is not often that we hear a woman
guoted in this Chamber. To-night I wish to
quate a Indy who happens to be the prestdent
of the women’s section of the Primary P’ro-
ducers Association on the highly important
subject of education as it affects our country
children. She is Mrs. H. G. Hamersley. I
do not know the lady, but all the Hamersleys
are related to each other, and are good stock,
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and T suppose she is some relative of our
worthy collengue. Mrs. Hamersley expressed
herself as follows:—-

There is also the matter of cdueation in the

country. If the present Government wants to
know what is8 wrong with i, it has enly to
study the report of its own select committee,
Every word of it remains as true as the day it
was written, and not a eingle recommendation
seems to have been followed. BEvery Western
Australion must feel ashamed at the woefully
inadequate facilitics provided by the State for
the edwcation of children in the eountry. In
general, the buildings are cither too small or
too dilapidated, or there is no shelter provided;
the nceconnodation for the teachers is poor;
the egnipment is deficient or nom-existent.
Often even the primary necessities of water
and firewood arce insufficient. When you add
to this the ridiemlously small number of schel-
arships available to country children, and the
difficulty of getting sccondary education for
any but the more brilliant students, you won-
der if it is not the policy of the Government
to turn the next generation of our primary pro-
ducers into an ignorant peasantry, If this
situation is not reliecved, how are we t> keep
our people on the land? Tor how many of
those who have recently left the Jand has the
thonght of the children’s education been the
determining factor? This question has always
been one of serious moment to our association,
and we will not rest until the position has
been improved,
I am glad to quote those words, hecanse
they are the words of a woman speaking
about something of which she has personal
knowledge.

There is a subject coneerning which
a sclect committee was moved for in
another place, but I do not offer any apology
for enlarging on the cxcellent remarks bear-
ing on the =ame subject made by Mr. Thom-
son to-nizht, T shall not labour the matter,
which is a favourite one with that hon.
member, I have referred to it previously. It
is the technical eduecation of our young
people. Reference was made to an agree-
ment to-night, and some houquets were thrown
about. T am not too sure, but T have it from
the management of a large motor garage
in Geraldion, that the agreement in ques-
tion applies only to the metropolitan avea.
Mr. Thomson eannot have known that faet,
or he would not have heen so enthusiastic
about the agreement.

People sometimes say, “It makes my blood
bhoill” I do not like to use the expression,
though I will say that it makes hy blood
boit to witness the disgraceful manner in
which we, as decent citizens, are treabing o
minority of people in this State. I refer to
the aborigines, and more particularly those
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who are brought inte being by the frailty
of some of our white brothers. It is a dis-
graceful state of affairs. The half-caste
question has not heen so evident in my dis-
triet or even in the Murchison district, as it
is along the Great Southern railway. Hach
man speaks for himself here, and T declare
that the extent to which half-eastes are in-
ereasing around the town of Geraldton is,
to me, nothing short of alarming, 1If 1
could only get the Government to realise how
terrible is the state of affairs! We are
firhting for the Empire and for minorities,
but we have a depressed minority here in
this State. T am aware that many men know
much more about the matter than [ do and
they tell me that | ean do nothing, that
the half-castes are “a good-for-nothing
erowd.” T do not believe it. Let many of us
he plaved in the environment and surround-
ings in which many of these half-caste child-
ren are reared, and where would we he? I
shall not say any move about the subject,
but it makes my blood boil. It is something
we should all feel it our duty to vemedy.
We eannot pass the matter over. The Chief
Secretary was formerly the AMinister con-
trolling the Aborigines Department and he
knows much more about the subject than I
do. The full-blooded black is solving the
problem; he is fast dving out. But the half-
caste is inereasing. Do not let us run away
with the idea that half-castes are only the
children of whites nnd natives. Half-castes
marry half-castes. T know of three half-caste
families within two miles of Geraldton who
have 20 children. Half-eastes are increasing
fast. I do nof desire that they should be
banished to the bush, although I think that
is where they should go. The idea of send-
ing them to work for farmers makes me
cross. A half-caste young man, to he of
any use to a farmer, needs training, as does
a girl for work in the home. Neither half-
caste girls nor boys are receiving this train-
ing. They are attending school and veceiv-
ing instruction in reading and writing. Even
the churches are awake to the position. In
the “West Australian” of the 31st January,
1941, appeared the following :—

Aborigines’ Sunday: To bring hefore church-
goers the nceds and claims of the aborigines,
the National Missionary Couneil of Australia
has invited clergymen throughout Australia to
make specia] referonces next Sunday to native
welfare. The date has heen chosen because of
its proximity to Awustralia Day. The council,

which represents 15 missionary bodies, desires
to gain intelligent sympathy and practical help
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for native people, and it is proposed to make
Aborigines' Sunday ar annual event. The
vouncil states that though much progreas has
heen made in regard to the aboriginal problem,
public opinion must he strengthened if further
advances are to be made.

It should not require an “Aborigines’ Sun-
day” to bring under the notice of church-
goers the claims of the aborigines. Some-
thing more than that is needed to awaken
our people to a sense of their duty to the
natives. 1 received a letter, dated the 27th
February, 1941, from the secretary of the
Meeckatharra Road Board, in which he said—

I have been direeted by my hoard to seek
rowr valuable assistanee in the matter of more
vi¥eient segregation of half-castes and natives
it~ tar as townships on the Murchison are con-
verned]l and the township of Meckatharra in
particular.

I shall not trouble to read to members the
other matters of which the board com-
plained.

Ion. K. M. Heenan: Cannot yon give us
some recommendations about these com-
plaints?

Hon. 15, IL. I, HALL: T thank the hon.
member. T was overlooking that peint. I
understaur]l there has been established re-
ecutly at Carrolup a native reserve.

The Chief Secretary: A native settlement.

Hon, I. IL. H. ITALL: T have not visited
it. There is no such settlement in the Central
Provinee, but T put it to the people there
to try to get one. I was invited to attend a
funetion at the New Norein settlement; the
Minister did not invite me, but ] got the in-
vitation. A few days afterwards it was dis-
covered that New Norcia was not in the
Central Province, so my invitation was ean-
celled. The suggestion T make, thanks to Mr.
Heenau, is that we should have more training
centres for the natives and half-castes where
they can be taught to be of some use, instead
of being allowed to grow up untrained. I
do not suppose they are worse in my town
than elsewhere, but on Saturday morning [
saw some of them wandering into a starting-
price betting shop. T wonder if members
have ever taken enough interest to ascer-
tain the rations that are allowed to natives?
I shall now give the partielars and mem-
bers will then be unable to plead ignorance.
The rations for a father and molher {the
man uged 32 and his wife 26) and five ¢hild-
ren are—

10 Ibs, ench.
13 Ibs. each.
4 ounces each,
1 tin.

Flour ...
Sugar ...

Baking powder
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One boy is aged seven years, another six,
one three, and a girl four, the baby being
six months old., The rations for these are as
follows:—

Fiour ... 5 1bs.

Sugar ... 41h.

Tea ... 2 oz,

Sago ... 2 Ibw, for
Milk . 2 tiny haby.

I have here n printed list of the rations,
which was issued in the days when tobaeco
was also supplied. The rations are quite in-
adequate. Some of these children are at-
tending school with white children, and some
superior people say, ‘“These white people are
turning their noses up at native children
sitting alongside their children.” But ave
members aware of the trouble that some
mothers take over children attending sehool?
They do not wish their children to pick up
certain things from these natives and half-
castes. There is no need to enlarze on that
suhject.

1 now come to the cvase for the forgotten
child. There was one oceasion, and only one
oceasion that I can remember, when all the
churches got together—as in the time when
the Founder of Christianity said, “A little
child shall lead them'—to urge the Goveru-
ment to inerease the meare and inadequate
allowance made for State children, nantely
7s. per head per week., This is what the
Archbishop of Perth (Dr. Prendiville) =aid
when speaking at Castledarve Junior Orphan-
age on the 27th July, as reported in the
“West Australian” of the 20th July—

Last year representatives of all churches
controlling institutions caring for State wards
had geciderl, in conference, that they would ask
the Government to increase the allownnee to
10s, 2 week for each State ward for the Jura-
tion of the war, This request was surely ren-
aonable, all the more se lecause of the ever-
increasing cost of living due to war conditions.
There had been indications that the Govern-
ment was sympathetic, for according to a Press
report of December 5 last year, the Legislative
Assembly hail agreed to a maotion that the Gov-
crnment should consider inereasing the allow-
ance made to the institutions for the eare antd
maintenance of State wards, There was, it wix
reported, no dissentient voice when the mo-
tion was put. That was nearly eight months
ago, and nothing had yet been done.

Further comment was unnecessary. He sin-
cerely hoped that something would be done in
the very ncar future to redresa this legitimate
grievance.

People talk about a brave new world and a
new order, but we want something more
than talk. Wo want action. Aections speak
louder than words. I quote another instance.
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The son of a woman, who was drawing the
invalid pension, enlisted. When she got her
allowance from the Military Department, in-
stead of reeeiving 3s. per day she was paid
1s. 6d. She has asked me to take the matter
up with the military authorifies, Members
will recall having read in the Press that the
old age pension of the parent of a son who
had enlisted would not be interfered with,
but there are more ways than one of in-
terfering with a pension. Evidently the
military allowance is dealt with. That is
not a very creditable state of affairs. As I
reminded Jr. Wood when he was speaking
the other eveming, this is & Commonwealth
matter. Y reminded him of that for a cer-
tain purpose. We should be able to mention
these things here, and if they are worthy
of being brought before the Federal Gov-
erninent by the State authorities, that should
be done. This is nothing morc or less than
a misernble evasion. It is wrong that a
parent in receipt of the invalid pension
should receive only half the ordinary mili-
tary allowence.

Hon. G. Fraser: What allowance is made
to the mother by her son?

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Three shillings.

The Chief Secretary: Would it not be
hetter to get the whole facts of the case?

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: T have this note—

Moth-r invalid pensioner. Son enlists, Pen-
sion not affected hut Defence Dept. make in-
oniries into financial position of dependant and
find she is receiving old age or invalid pension
and instead of making a payment of 3s. per
day, only pay 1s. 6d.

That does not apply just to this one per-
son; it applies generally.

The Chicef Seeretary: On the face of i,
that seems like an interference with the
soldier’s allowance.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I want the Chief
Secretary to realise the difference between
the allotment that a soldier makes and the
amount paid by the department. One is an
allotment made by the soldier to a depend-
ant and the other is a separation allow-

anee guaranteed by the Government
to every parent or dependant. This
lady complained fo me that she had
been kept waiting for a long time.

When I inquired the reason for the delay,
I was informed that eertain inquiries had
to be made into the financial standing of
the person concerned. When these were
meade and it was found she received the in-
valid pension, her allowance was reduced.
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I think something should be done about it.

This leads me to make certain compari-
sons, and eomparisons are said to be odious.
Civil servants when enlisting are entitled to
any long-service leave aceruing to them.
They do not forfeit that, but are entitled
to it when they return from active service.
However, they are not paid salaries by the
State. They receive their pay from the
military anthoritics, Before I draw atten-
tion to a certain anomaly, 1 wish to refer to
a statement made by a member of this
Chamber who has had years of experience
in the State and Federal Parlinments and
has served Western Australia as Agent-
General in London. TIn all that time he-
must have gained a good deal of experience.
He said the other night that he thought one
way in which we could bring Parliament
closer to the people was by having more
frequent sittings. I may be wrong, but I
disagree with the hon. member. T do not
care how many sittings we have; unless we
can alter this kind of thing we are not
going to hring Parliament closer to the
poople. T do not consider there should he
one law for the people and another for
members of Parliament, but I read this in
the “West Australian”™— Politicians  in
Forces,” “Names and Payments.” There
follows a list of the memhers of Parliament
who joined the Commonwealth Forces for ser-
viee and the amounts of pay and allowances
received by them sinee the outhrenk of war.
T do not care on what side of the House
hon. members sit. Why should members
of Parliament hold out both hands and
receive one rate of pay from the public as
a member of Parliament and another rate
of pay from the same public as members
of the military forees, especially when they
are not serving oversea, when they are
not on the deep water but in offices. I
do not eare to whom that refers, whether it
be Major-General Rankin, Major Cameron,
Teiporary Major Parker, Sergeant Styants
or anyone else.

Hon. J. A, Dimmitt: Major Parker has
been on the deep sea.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: T am speaking
about the time before he went on the deep
sed. I do not care whether it be any of
the men I have mentioned, Before Major
Parker ventured out of this city, while he
was still attending Parliament regularly,
he drew no less a sum from the Defence
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Department than £888 16s. 9d. and Ser-
goant Styants eollected £38 4s. He was
fed, too. dMajor Parker did not eet
food. Messrs. Styants, Holman and Tonkin
roceived  board and lodging, whereas
Major Parker did at least live at
hoeme. Corporal Holman received £65 8s.
and (Gunner Tonkin £37 195, No wonder I
got myself disliked n few years ago when
I said members of Parliament should be
reduced hy one-third! Is this the blood
and sweat and tears we were promised by
the Prime Minister of Great Britain? Is
this the nll-in war effort our own Prime
Minister has asked for, when these privi-
lered persons can hold out both hands and
reeeive from the same set of people—he-
cause it does not matter whether the pay-
ments are made hy the Commonwealth or
the State. the people provide the money—
two lots of pay for doing one job? It does
not appeal to me. If these men were over-
sea or on the sea, running the risk of
atlack by a submarine, well and good; but
when they are merely in an office in Perth
or in Melbourne, or are spending some time
in eamp, then I am entitled to say
that I do not approve. The health
of the community is a very important sub-
jeet. T have said before that it is unfair
to compare & State with the Commonwealth
or with the Dominion of New Zealand, but
T have a newspaper clipping here showing
what the Government of New Zealand is
doing and alsp a newspaper cutting re-
ferring to the fact that Sir Ralph Cilento,
Dircetor Genernl of Health in Queensland,
gave cevidence hefore a select eommittee on
social sceurity, in which he advoeated that
the State should undertake the eare of the
people’s health. Do hon. members realise
what it menns to a man on the basic wage
and withk a family of four, five or six
children, to go into hospital? For it isg
such men who have familiess. I may be
pardoned for saying that I hold a position
that takes me to the public hospital in
Geraldion every week. I am consequently
brought in elose eontact with such men,
and T know that when a man on the basie
wage goes into hospital for five or six
weeks he requires years to recover from
the consequent financial strain.

T was very pleased when the Mitchell-
Latham Government introduced the Hospi-
tal Fuand Bill, which wns opposed by the
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Government of which Mr., Munsic was a
member. The returns from that souree
do not go into the Treasury, but are held
for hospital purposes only. The Honorary
Minister has always been interested in hos-
pitals and I know that Mr. Bolton was at
one time, although I do not know if his in-
terest continves in these days. Those who are
assoeinted with the work of our publie hos-
pitals must admit that the ereation of that
particular fund has proved of inealculable
benefit to the section of the eommunity
served by our public hospitals. T was
interegsted to note that those who are
interested in ecountry hospital work re-
cently asked the Government to inerease
the tax, and the Minister said that he
would place the matter hefore Cabinet but
could not hold out any hope that the request
would be acceded to. Such a course would
be in the interests of the people the Govern-
ment is supposed to represent. True, those
people would he asked to pay a little extra,
but they would derive the benefit. The re-
maining sections of the community do not
participate in the free treatment available at
public hospitals, as they mostly go to private
institutions. The latter course is heyond the
reach of the ordinary working man. Ap-
parently, beeause the workers would be
foreed to pay a little more, their leaders do
not seem to view the proposal favourably.
That is a mistaken attitude.

Dealing now with housing schemes, I
notice that in New Zealand homes are being
provided for farm workers and in New
South Wales, according to a report appear-
ing in the “West Australian” recently,
£10,000,000 has been made available for the
erection of workers' homes. In this State T
know that such homes are being constructed
at Geraldton faster than ever hefore. Par-
lisment gave legislative sanction to increase
the capital of the Workers’ Homes Board
and that body is now endeavouring to cope
with the situation. I hope the bhoard will
continue its active work and in that task I
trust a most important section of the Gov-
ernment employees will not be overlooked.
T refer to the permanent way men employed
on our railways. Let members proceed along
any of our railways and notice the type of
dwelling in which the permanent way men
are required to live and bring up their
families. Members may ask themselves if
they are proud of the State which requires
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a section of its employees to live in such
miserable shacks. I read with interest in
the “West Australian” reports regarding the
water that has flown into the Mundaring
and Canning rescrvoirs from which the
metropolitan  and  goldfields supplies arc
drawn. The supply for Gersldton is drawn
from a reservoir at Wicherina, I ingnired
whether any rain water had drained into the
reservoir and was disappointed to learn that
there had hren no inflow. Much of the
trouble arises lrecause of the sitwation of the
reservoir, which iy surrounded by sand
plains, I think that it actually fifled on one
otcusion many years ago. In point of faet
the residents of Geraldton would have becn
without a water supply from time to time
had it not been for the fact that at Eradn
we arve supposed to have deposits of coal,
In the course of horing operations at that
centire water was struck, and as a result
pumps were installed and hore water has heen
availed of for Geraldton requirements.

When T tell members that in that town we
have installed & septic tank system they ean
imagine what would happen if omr wate:
supply ran out. In addilion, a ecamp for
our armed forces has heen established in the
district and o divect water supply has been
nrovided there. Anythmg to improve the
conditions regarding the reservoir in the dis-
triet should be attended to without fail. The
Government has greatly increased the intake
in ronnection with the Perenjori dam, from
which railway supplies are drawn. As a
result of hitumenising the catchment avean
the intake has been increased appreciably.
If steps could be taken to inerense the rain
water supply for the Geraldton distriet, the
position there would be greatly improved.
Last year my attention was drawn to an
amazing weakness in our legislation affecting
the position of stock-owners. A friend of
mine had employed a man to look after a cer-
tain farm, and tater he told me he had reason
to believe that some of his caitle had heen
sent to Perth and sold without his consent.
In other words, he complained of cattle steal:
ing. I wrote to the Under Secretary for
Eaw drawing his attention to the position,
and under date the 4th February last I re-
ceived from him the following reply:—

T have your letter of the 27th January, As
the Brands Act is administered by the Depart-

ment of Agriculture, I have referred your
lct®r to the Under Seerctary of that depart-
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ment who will, no doubt, advisec you as to the
position in dee course.

On the 11th Febrnary I received from the
Under Secretary for Agriculture the follow-
ing communication—

With reference to your letter dated the 27th

January, I wish to inform you that no provi-
sion is made in the Brands Act under which
the sender or consignec of stock ferwarded or
reecived for sale shall make and keep a list or
deseription of such stock or brands imprinted
thereon, The Droving Act also does not make
this provision as far as stock in the South-
Western division is concerned. However, con-
silleration is at present being given to amend-
ing the Droving Act, and this matter will re-
celve attention,
If that does not place a premium on dis-
honesty I do not know what does. I hope
the Gtovernment will take the steps to amend
the Act and thus put a stop to what is
tantamount to cattle duffing.

Dealing now with the question of law
and order, I say all power to those people
who are endeavouring to awaken the econ-
science of the people residing in the metro-
politan area—sueh a step is unnecessary in
the conntry districts—in order te impress
upon the Government the necessity to cn-
foree onr laws. We should regard it as a
truism that a law that is pnssed should be
enforeed, How ean we he expeeted to instil
a sense of obedience to the law in our chil-
dren when they are able to see the Jaw being
openly flouted? I put that question to
members in all seriousness. I ask the Gov-
crnment to do as it has been requested. Lef
members eonsider the shocking example of
the administration of the law in Fremantle
where the “packing” of the bench is dis-
graceful. I commend the Minister for Indus-
tries for the interest he has shown. Of course
we expect Ministers to take an interest in
their departments. On the Tth December
last the following letter was written by the
secrctary of the Liquid Fuel Coutrol Board
to a man who had a truck on the road:—

Further to your letter to the Hen. E. H.
Ilall, M.L.C., which has been banded to us, we
advise that any petrol in execss of your ration
of 91 gallens necessary for your work as a
main road contractor ean be secured from that
department.

He was allowed 91 gallons, and when he
had used that quantity, he was expected to
go to the Main Roads Department for the
balance. The department, in view of the
information in its possession, has been lax
in not doing something to assist those
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people who are working in the inferests of
the State to instal gas producers. 1 pay
a tribute to the University authorities for
their help. We expeet a lead from that in-
stitution, seeing that it is supported by the
taxpayers. If a man wishes to obfain reli-
ahble information about a gas producer, he is
ahle to get advice from the University. Tn
“Smith’s Weekly” of the 28th June Jast T
read with regret the following paragraph:

Waorking at Righty-four.

William Frederick Sayer, K.C., was born in
Lomden in 1857, educated at Univervity College
SBelaol, and hecame a Law Society Prizeman.

e has recently heen attacked by the Chief

Justice of Weustern Australin, Sir Joha North-
more, for assisting poor persons with advice in
the Piveree Court.  Mis treatment has aroused
resentment in Western Australia,
Then it proceeded to give an account of Mr.
Saver’s career. If 1 have not paid a tribute
to the assistanee given hy Mr. Saver to in-
digent persons in many matters that would
have involved heavy lewal casts, T do s0 now.
On numerous oceasions he has rendered very
valuahle help.

The Honorary Minister:
heen helpful.

Hon. E. H. H. ITALL: Yes. Those re-
marks eante with very bad prace from a
gentleman oceupying the position of Chief
Justice. If there were a fow more William
Bayers, the world wounld be a better place.
I eommend Mr. Fraser for his reference to
the miserable accommodation provided at
Fremantle for aged women. We cannot feel
happy about it. When I say it is not cre-
ditable to us, T am expressing myself mildly.
Doubtless the Government is anxions teo
make some improvement, and it should en-
deavour to provide a little more eomfort
for those people.

The Honorary Minister:
been there?

Hon. B, H. IT. HALL: No. Last Wed-
nesday night you, Mr. President, were very
patient with me when I spoke on the motion
for the appointment of sesstonal eommittees,
but not until Mr. Seddon raised a point
did you explain the position. Tf we cannot
diseuss the personnel of those commitices
when the motion is moved, when ean we?
This is not a very serious matler, hut litile
things of this kind tend to estrange Parba-
ment from the public, T am not preatly
concerned whether the personnel of these
ecommittees remains unchanged year after
year, but I thought T would raise the ques-

He has always

Have you ever
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tion and I found, according to your ruling,
that it was inopportune to do so. Teo show
how ignorant are somme people of the con.
duct of Parliament, let me quote an instance.
Recently I invited a couple of friends to
have luneh with me at Parliament House.
The waiter left the docket and I handed over
the money. One of my guests asked what I
was doing and I told him. He said, “Do
you pay for meals here?” I replied, “Yes.”
He asked, “Where do you sleep?’ 1 told
him I slept at home. He said, “Not here?”
I replied, “No.” He said, “Do not they bed
and board you here? 1 have thought of
standing for Parliament, but if you do uvot
get everything free, it is no good to we”
Many people seem to be under the impres-
sion that this is a huge hoardinghouse where
everything is provided free of cost to mem-
bers.

According to the public accounts, eertain
moneys are granfed to the House Committee
each year. The House Committee consists
of several members of both Houses; money
is provided by the Government and the com-
mittee is responsible for the c¢leaning of and
arrangements in the building. In any other
organisation such a committee would report
hack to the body that appeinted it, We do
not receive any report. If there is a loss
on the dining-room, presnmably the Govern-
ment makes up the deficieney. If there is a
profit, who gets it? I have occupied a seat
in the House for a long time and I am ask-
ing for information. If we elect a commit-
tee to do certain work and the committee is
entrusted with public moneys to spend, to
whom is an account rendered? I have never
seen a balance sheet from the committee.
I was told by a member who ought to know
that one committee of whieh he was a mem-
ber had not held a meeting since 1926, What
is the use of having a committee that does
not meet in years? This sort of thing causes
comment outside. I take no notice of people
who write to the papers and do not sign
their names. We hear talk of mem-
bers going to sleep between sessions, but I
am satisfied that a member cannot go to
sloep if he wishes to retain his seat.
I have more fo do during the reeess than T
have while Parliament is sitting. But what
sacrifices do we make? Or what saerifices
do T make? At Geraldton we hold aur little
weekly meetings with various workers, buot
is that enough? We eall on working men
and women to sacrifice their lives, Whafgare
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we doing as a ’arliament, anyhow? If we
oo to large establishments we find that they
are making organised efforts. I would like
Parliament to do the same. If the dining
room does not pay, why not close it down?
It is of more use to me than to some city
members who can easily go home, I woull
go down to town for my meals and thus
assist to save money to the State. What
about forming a Parliamentary war savings
group, each member authorising the Treasury
to deduct so much from each pay? Again,
there is the Red Cross.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: But every inember is
alveady associated with efforts of that kind.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: There is no ocea-
ston for nastiness. The hon. member inter-
Jecting eonld have said, “I think every mem-
ber is already doing something of the kind.”
We know what is being done by Foy & Gib-
son, Boans Ltd.,, and other firms. What
abount Parliament as a whole? T hear in mind
the efforts of the individual member, which I
have no doubt amount to something. Of
course he cannot eseape the effects of taxa-
tion; still, we as members of Parliament
could dn something to show that we arve all of
a mind to make some effort towards termin.
ating the terrible business in which the
Empire is engaged.

[ have a highly important matter which
because of its importanee I left to the last.
I hold in my hand a little book entitled “The
Money Mystery” hy Sir Norman Angell, and
I quate from it—

The purpose of this little book is not to
ennble you to become a hanker or a stock-
hroker, hut a good citizen, nble to take your
part osefully in the management of a society
so dependent upon sound monetary policy for
its smooth working that continued and wide-

spread ignorance of the smbject has become n
grave public danger. . . .

And incidentally, some knowledge of money
i3 equally nceessary whether we favour a Capi-
talist or a Socialist form of society. TUnder
any form of Socialism we should have to have
a money system, and must be familiar with the
problems here discussed. And if we desire
radically to alter the money system itself, then
it is important to know how it works at pre-
sent. Otherwise we cannot know what we are
talking about. :

Indeed, one of the strongest reasoma for
knowing something about money is that our
money system is defective, and changes will
have to be made. If we are completely ignor-
ant we are just as likely as mot to oppose
vitally necessary reforms, and favour ignorant
experimentation that may have grave resulis.

Without some knowledge upon which to base
such decisions, democracy itself is impousible.
To know what we are doing, what we sre talk-
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ing about when we discusa these matters, we
must know something of the nature of money.
Qur whole civilisation rests upon insecure foun-
dations so long as most of us are completely
ignorant of such a subject as this. _ ..

An ex-Chancellor of the Exchequer and a
great financier and business man, Mr. Reginald
McKenna, Chairman of the Midland Bank, has
said: “‘Mistory has shownm that apart from
perhaps wars and religious intolerance no
gingle factor has been more productive of mis-
ery and misfortune than the high degree of
vartability in the general price-level.  This
may sound like an extravagant statement, but
s0 far from being of the nature of a dema-
gogic outburst, it is clearly demonstrable from
the course of events in the various countries
ever since money became an important element
in the life of civilised communities, A stable
price-level is a thing to be desired, second
only to international and demestic peace.’’

This book has een borrowed by me from a
student of the Geraldton High School who
is studying for his leaving certificate. T
interviewed the Eduecation authorities to-day
and learnt that only children qualifying for
the leaving certificate are expeeted to study
the book. But we have it on the authority
of a man whose opinion is worthwhile that
unless the people are educated in this very,
very difficult system, on whiech some persons
write so glibly and misleadingly, there is
little hope for our experiencing the new
world which so many people are promising
us. We have bheen told by Macanlay and by
MecKenna, and by hundreds of other experts
who have made a lifelong study of the subject,
that this money, with other factors, is one
of the most important things affecting the
life of nations to-day. And so I get hack to
my intelligent demoecracy. If we cannof
have an intelligent democracy, there is very
little hope for us.

In conclusion, I desire to join with other
members in commending our friend, Mr.
Fraser, for enlisting in the R.A.AF.,, and,
like other members, I hope that if he goes on
active service he will be spared to return fo
us, and that it will not be very long before
we are out of this frightful war and the
world is again restored to peace. I support
the motion for the adoption of the Address-
in-reply.

On motion by Hon. H. V. Piesse, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 9.58 p.m.




